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Bihar wakes up to New Year massacre (2)

RAMPUR-SYAMCHAK (RAGHOPUR), JAN 1: BIHAR Chief Minister Nitish Kumar's worst
nightmare came alive on the first day of the New Year. Six members of a poor, Extremely
Backward Caste family—a pregnant woman and her five children—were burnt alive early this
morning. The incident happened in the Raghopur Assembly constituency represented by former
chief minister Rabri Devi. The attackers first locked the thatched mud house in which Vijeyndra
Mahto's wife and five children were sleeping, sprinkled petrol on the house and set it ablaze. To
ensure that none survived, the killers stood guard as the house burnt and fired in the air to scare
away villagers. Mahto, who was sleeping outside, is alive. He is in a Patna hospital with serious
burn injuries. The massacre was over the theft of a buffalo. Jagat Rai, from a Yadav family of the
village, allegedly stole Mahto's buffalo in September last year. An FIR was lodged and eight
Yadavs were named as accused. The buffalo was rescued and three persons including Rai, his
son and nephew, were arrested. Rai was released on bail and he started threatening the Mahto
family to withdraw the case. But Mahto refused. In a Patna hospital, Mahto said the officer in-
charge of Raghopur police station, Nooruddin Khan, asked for money to act against Jagat Rai.
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar rushed to the village along with top police officers. "It's the most
heinous crime. (Indian Express 2/1/06)

Village upset as dalit marries Australian (2)

Patna, Jan. 9: A dalit from Bihar has once again established that everything is fair in love and
war. Refusing to pay any heed to the criticism from his near and dear ones, 25-year-old Sanjay
Manjhi of Mushar Toli locality of Bodh Gaya in Bihar married Erin Batlet, an Australian, at a local
village temple on Sunday evening. Mr Manjhi runs a shop in Dharamsala (Himachal Pradesh)
while Ms Batlet is a tourist guide. "Erin had once dropped in at my shop. | fell in love with her at
that very moment,"” recalls Mr Manjhi. "It was love at first sight and such was the intensity that we
had a court marriage on December 27, almost a month after we met," Mr Manjhi says. The dalit
was in the eye of storm after his relatives came to know about the marriage. The couple had to
face stiff resistance from the villagers when they said they wanted to get "married" again at a
local village temple. In fact, the villagers also threatened to stop any contact with his family if Mr
Manijhi insisted on marrying a girl from outside the community. (Asian Age 10/1/06)

Jharkhand police kitchens dish out casteism (2)

Ranchi : It is an irony of ironies. Although Jharkhand has a Dalit police chief, Dalits are
considered untouchable in the police force. In this unfortunate development over the years,
Jharkhand, which has never had a traditional caste system, appears to have been infected by the
caste virus from neighbouring Bihar. For proof, visit Ranchi's police line located on Kanke Road
right opposite the official residence of Chief Minister Arjun Munda. Here, more than 1,000
policemen of various castes may share the hall, restrooms, and other facilities but they must have
separate kitchens along caste lines. As a result the police line has eight such caste kitchens
catering separately to Brahmins, Bhumiars, Rajputs, tribals, Dalits, and backwards. These
kitchens have names like Bhojpur and Patna kitchens, indicating where the caste bug came from.
"How can | share food with a dalit? We need to follow our religion and cleanliness according to
the caste system to maintain the sanctity of our caste,” says a Brahmin cop. Interestingly, the
cooks' salaries vary from kitchen to kitchen, depending on the caste. "Some cooks get Rs 1000
while others get Rs 700 per month. It depends where one is cooking," says Vijay Mahto one of
the cooks. The Brahmin, Bhumiar and Rajput kitchens pay their cooks Rs 1000 a month. Muslims
too have a separate kitchen but they have a Hindu cook. The mode of preparation too varies from
kitchen to kitchen. For instance, while LPG is used in the Brahmin kitchen, other kitchens use



charcoal and coal. The dalit kitchen is located at a distance from the other kitchens. Residents of
the police line are used to this segregation and find no problem in eating separately. Why
separate kitchens? "We do not have an official kitchen. The kitchens are run privately by the
policemen who share the total expenditure. How one can stop them from separating the kitchens
when they themselves are running it," said a Rajput policemen. (Pioneer 14/1/06)

Paying a price for securing justice for his daughter (2)

CHANDIGARH: A 40-year-old dalit, Bant Singh, has paid the price through amputation of three of
his limbs, as about five years ago he managed to secure justice for his then minor daughter, who
was gang raped by upper caste, influential and landed individuals from his Jhabbar village of the
remote Mansa district in Punjab. Doctors in the Intensive Care Unit (ICU) of the PGI's Emergency
ward, are struggling to save his right leg, prevent sepsis and revive his kidneys. They may need
many units of blood beyond the seven, which have already been transfused. Bant's wife, four
sons and four daughters, close relatives and activists of some leftists groups look on with grim
faces, prepared for the worst. Various leftist groups and human rights organisations, have
demanded that Bant Singh be paid Rs 10 lakh as compensation and be provided an attendant,
whose salary be paid by the present Sarpanch of the village. They also seek a Government job
for his wife, as the family's only bread earner, who made a living through working as farm labour
and rearing hogs and goats, lay completely disabled. The State organiser of the Liberation faction
of the CPI (ML), Jeeta Kaur has announced that her organisation would hold a rally in the village
on January 16 to be followed by a “dharna’ in front of the Mansa district civil hospital on January
25. The organisation's local secretary, Sukhcharan Singh Danewalia narrates that Bant Singh's
ordeal began ever since he resisted all attempts to pressurise or lure him into reaching a
compromise with the individuals, who had raped his daughter in the year 2000. Two years later,
the trial court convicted three persons, Mandhir Singh, Tarsem Singh and Gurmail Kaur, for their
involvement in the case. The three were handed life imprisonment sentences. (The Hindu
16/1/06)

Landlords burn Dalit woman to death (2)

Bulandshahr : Upper caste landlords of a village in Bulandshahr burned a Dalit woman to death.
After the incident, the police registered a case against the accused. However, the landlords are
absconding. According to sources, in the wee hours of Thursday, villagers noticed a charred body
of woman lying in the ditch along side a road in village Danagarh. The body was identified as that
of Naina Devi (50). Husband Rati Ram told this reporter that landlords of the village had been
torturing them since long. Therefore, he had left the village and went to Chandigarh to earn a
livelihood. However, his wife stayed back in the village and was earning for herself and the
children. Rati Ram was here in the village since last week. Some dominants of the village had
been taunting him but he kept mum thinking everything would be alright soon. The aggressive
young boys belonging to the upper caste dragged Naina Devi to the road side and burnt her alive
after spraying kerosene on her body. They had threatened Rati Ram of dire consequences if he
went to the police station to get the case registered. On Thursday morning, Rati Ram lodged a
complaint with Kotwali Dibai stating that four persons burnt to his wife dead. On the complaint,
the police registered the case under section 302 of IPC and under SC, ST Act. The SSP said that
the murder was committed due to on going rivalry between the dominants and the family of Rati
Ram since long. We have constituted the team of competent police officer to nab the criminals
soon. (Pioneer 16/1/06)

Bihar dalit woman, baby kept captive (2)

Patna, Jan. 18: A dalit woman and her newborn child in Bihar had to remain in captivity of the
owner of a private nursing home for almost two months for failing to clear the medical expenses
incurred on her. Government officials rescued Sonma Devi from the private nursing home in
Biharsharif after they came to know about the incident on Tuesday. "We were running short of
money and hardly had enough money to get our daughter released. The money-lenders had also
declined to extend any sort of help to us," Kaushalya Devi, Sonma’s mother, said after getting her
daughter released. The family members had paid Rs 6,000, which was taken as a loan from the
local shylocks, to the nursing home authorities but the owners refused to release the woman and



the child unless the rest amount was paid. Kaushalya Devi had managed to raise Rs 6,000
against a rate of interest of 60 per cent annually. After getting admitted to the nursing home in the
third week of November, Sonma had given birth to a child on November 19. The doctors had
presented medical bills worth several thousands of rupees. Not only the dalit family’s request for
a concession was turned down but also the family was banned to enter the nursing home without
the money. Later, Kaushalya Devi raised the issue at the janta darbar of the district magistrate in
Bihar Sharif on Tuesday. Finally, a team of the local officials raised the nursing home and got the
woman and her newborn child released. Asian Age 19/1/06)

SC/ST grants for higher studies get CCEA nod (2)

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 19: The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs today approved a
fellowship scheme for providing financial help to Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe students
wanting to pursue higher studies. The scheme, called the Rajiv Gandhi National Fellowship, is
expected to benefit 667 Scheduled Tribe students and 1,333 Scheduled Caste students in 2005-
06. The University Grants Commission (UGC) will be the nodal agency implementing the scheme.
Information and Broadcasting Minister Priya Ranjan Dasmunsi said: “This is very good news for
SC and ST meritorious students with dreams to complete M.Phil and Ph.D courses.” The CCEA
has also approved an amendment in the centrally-sponsored scheme on Technology Mission for
Integrated Development of Horticulture in the Northeast, Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh
and Uttaranchal. “The amendment responds to the aspiration and urges of farmers and
horticulturists,” Dasmunsi said. The CCEA approved a Rs 29.99 crore increase in the corpus fund
of Maulana Azad Education Foundation which was set up in 1989 to promote education among
the weaker sections and backward minorities. The Foundation currently operates on the income
generated from its Rs 70.01 crore corpus which will now increase to Rs 100 crore. The
Foundation has disbursed Rs 80.5 crore to 622 NGOs till date. (Indian Exp 20/1/06)

Rajasthan Dalit social worker gangraped, family says cover-up (2)

JAIPUR, JANUARY 24: In a chilling reminder of the Bhanwari Devi case, a Rajasthan anganwadi
worker was allegedly gangraped by her supervisors during a state-sponsored training session.
Instead of helping the 25-year-old Dalit woman, the police tried to hush-up the incident, declaring
her mentally unstable and packing her off to a psychiatric clinic. According to the FIR, the woman,
an anganwadi sahyogini, was raped by three of her supervisors after her female supervisor took
her to a room at the training centre in Karauli, some 150 km from Jaipur. The incident took place
on the night of December 30. Her husband was told three days later that she had been admitted
to a hospital after a “mental breakdown”. “We brought her back to Karauli but the police refused
to file our case. When they finally lodged an FIR on January 20, the SP again sent her with a
constable to Jaipur to get her admitted to the SMS Hospital's psychiatric centre,” husband Ram
Niwas Meena said. SP B K Pande denied the charge: “We didn’t send her to the psychiatric
centre. We have arrested two accused and are hunting for the other two.” Home Minister Gulab
Chand Kataria, who visited her in hospital today, said a probe will be held. (Indian Exp 25/1/06)

Politically correct NCERT edits Premchand (2)

New Delhi: Jan. 27. — The National Council of Education and Research Training has decided to
purge its textbooks of derogatory references towards Dalits. The educational body has decided to
remove the word "chamar" from Hindi textbooks of class IX and XI. The controversial word used
in Premchand's Rangbhumi has been replaced by the less offensive Dalit. The NCERT has also
decided to incorporate chapters from famous Dalit writers in school textbooks. However,
interestingly the word chamar has not been replaced in their writings as has been done in
Premchand's works. In Om Prakash Balmiki's (Dalit writer) Khanabadhosh, for instance, a
footnote has been provided stating that "the word is constitutionally banned and should not be
practiced in social behaviour'. Speaking to The Statesman, the head of the department of
languages, NCERT, Professor Ramjanam Sharma, said the council has made a great effort to
incorporate Dalit literature in the syllabi.free of any controversy. "We have edited a lot of the
writings after witnessing the hue and cry over the word "chamar" in Rangbhumi. We have edited
the word out except in the opening sentence," he added. Elaborating on the need to promote
Dalit writers in the syllabus of Classes IX and Xl, Prof Sharma said efforts are being made to



sensitise students towards the marginalised status of backward communities. He said these
writers feel only they can truly understand the trauma of belonging to a backward community in a
Brahmanical society. (Statesman 28/1/06)

Daughter of a Dalit victim demands compensation (2)

NEW DELHI: The young daughter of a Dalit farm labour activist, Bant Singh, whose hands and a
leg had to be amputated after he was brutally thrashed allegedly by the sons of the "Sarpanch" of
Jhabbar village and their accomplices at Mansa in Punjab on January 5, has demanded a
compensation of Rs.10 lakhs and a job for her mother. Speaking at a press conference organised
by the Forum for Democratic Initiatives (FDI) here on Friday, the young woman said her father
was "punished" for fighting and winning a legal battle in a case in which she was gang-raped in
2002, when she was a minor. Defying the "panchayat" decision ordering her to marry one of the
rapists, Bant Singh had got a case registered and the accused arrested, who were later
sentenced to life imprisonment. "Since then my father has been attacked thrice. The latest was
on January 5, in which two sons of the present "Sarpanch”, Jaswant, and five others attacked my
father and beat him up badly. The police earlier registered a case under Section 325 of the Indian
Penal Code and the accused were released on bail. It was only after the media and several
organisations took up the issue that the police added sections under the Scheduled
Castes/Scheduled Tribes Act and other harsh sections,” said the young woman, adding that she
would continue to fight till she got justice. All India Progressive Women's Association convenor
Jeeta Kaur said doctors were trying to save Bant Singh's only leg but his condition was
deteriorating as the leg had got infested with gangrene. Satya Sivaraman, a journalist and
member of the FDI team that probed the incident, talked about atrocities on Dalits, especially
women, in Punjab. He also talked about the widespread exploitation of poor agricultural labourers
there. (The Hindu 28/1/06)

Captain upholds stand on SC/ST uplift (2)

Chandigarh : Punjab Chief Minister Amarinder Singh on Tuesday reiterated his resolve to
safeguard the interests of SCs and STs through effective measures for their uplift. Presiding over
a meeting of State-level Vigilance and Monitoring Committee for Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes: Prevention of Atrocities Act 1989, Capt Singh directed the top brass of the civil
and police administration to ensure implementation of this Act in letter and spirit. He said all the
provisions of the Act should be adhered to strictly. Responding to demands of Committee
members, Capt Singh announced a grant of Rs 50 crore for a "houses to houseless" scheme for
SC beneficiaries besides Rs 12 crore for dharamshalas. A sum of Rs 23 crore is released every
month out of a dedicated fund of Rs 450 crore against pension for SCs. Capt Singh further said
30 per cent of the funds under Punjab Nirman Programme has been earmarked for overall
development and welfare of Dalits. It may be mentioned here that SCs in Punjab are comparably
far better placed than in other States. Visible discrimination against them is almost negligible.
There are no separate colleges or schools or hostels for SCs as is the practice in southern
States. Unlike Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, UP, Bihar, and Himachal Pradesh SCs in
Punjab also face no humiliation while visiting religious places.(Pioneer 1/2/06)

Dalit family finally gets some respite from court (2)

JAIPUR: A Dalit family in Nimora village near here -- facing persecution for constructing a temple
of Lord Hanuman and worshipping the deity -- has finally got some reprieve with a Sessions court
striking down an order of a lower court, which had accepted the closure by police of a criminal
case against the higher caste people. Additional Sessions Judge Prakash Chand Sharma
guashed the verdict of the Additional Chief Judicial Magistrate, Bassi, by which he had accepted
the final report of police and rejected a protest petition of the victimised Dalit family. The Sessions
court remanded the case back to the magistrate with the direction to pass a fresh order. The
family of Krishna Gopal Dhanka is being harassed for over three years for its "audacity” to build
the Hanuman temple on its own land. Brahmins in the village assaulted the family members for
conducting regular worship and imposed a fine of Rs. 21,000 on them. The family was twice
hounded out for several days and could return to the village on the intervention of higher
authorities. The prosecution not only filed a final report in the case on behalf of the police in the



magistrate's court, but also presented a case under Sec. 182 of Indian Penal Code against
Dhanka for giving "false information" to the police. The magistrate accepted the final report,
rejected Dhanka's protest petition and initiated criminal proceedings under Sec. 182 against him
last year. The Sessions court in Jaipur, while accepting the revision application of the Dalit family,
observed that the lower court had erred by not taking into account Dhanka's statements and the
evidence collected by police during investigation. (The Hindu 2/2/06)

Patna hate story: father, family kill son-in-law; daughter critical after assault (2)

PATNA, FEBRUARY 3: Shailendra Mishra, a Patna schoolteacher, was lynched, his head
crushed with a stone, and his newly married wife Pushpanjali assaulted by a group led by her
father. This was their “punishment” for marrying without the family’s consent. And belonging to
the same gotra (sub-caste)—although they were of the same caste. Pushpanjali’'s father Umesh
Mishra has been arrested and police are looking for her two brothers and a dozen others.
Pushpanjali, in her 20s, is battling for her life in a city hospital. Shailendra, in his late 30s, and
Pushpanjali lived in the same neighbourhood. They eloped and tied the knot in Hajipur a few days
ago. The couple returned today and when the bride went home, over a dozen people went to
Shailendra’s house. Dragging him out, they beat him up. When Pushpanjali tried to intervene,
they beat her up too. They were taken to the Patna Medical College and Hospital where
Shailendra was declared “brought dead”. Pushpanjali has “multiple head injuries and it’s difficult
to save her,” said Umashankar Singh, the doctor attending on her. J P Rai, Khajkela police
station in-charge, where the FIR has been lodged, said the bride’s father is a priest. (Indian
Express 4/2/06)

Punjab Govt. steps for Dalit welfare (2)

CHANDIGARH: Against the backdrop of simmering discontent and indications of growing caste
tensions the Punjab Government has initiated steps not only to safeguard the interests of the
Scheduled Castes through effective measures for their uplift but also ensure them a life of dignity
and self-esteem. While various development and welfare projects have been at different stages of
implementation, Chief Minister Amarinder Singh recently presided over a meeting of the State
level Vigilance and Monitoring Committee for the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes
(SC/ST) Prevention of Atrocities Act, 1989. He announced that instead of the usual six months,
the committee would meet every two months to sort out the issues relating to the welfare of
Dalits. While directing the top brass of the Civil and Police administration to ensure strict
implementation of the statute, he stressed that "complacency would not be tolerated at any cost."
The recent case of a Dalit, Bant Singh of Jhabbar village in Mansa district who lost two arms and
a leg apparently due to official apathy after being beaten up allegedly by upper castes, has
created ripples in the State. He had "dared" to continue his pursuit for justice for his daughter who
had been raped about four years ago. The concern of the Chief Minister on this account is
understandable as crime against the Scheduled Castes has been on the rise. As against 15
cases registered under the relevant sections of law in 1994, 94 cases were recorded in 2004.
During the same period, the number of rapes cases reported has also doubled. Responding to
the demands of the members of the committee, Capt. Singh announced a grant of Rs. 50 crores
for the scheme under "houses to houseless" for the SCs beneficiaries besides Rs. 12 crores for
dharamshalas of Scheduled Castes. A sum of Rs. 23 crores was directed to be released every
month, from the Dedicated Fund of Rs. 450 crores against pensions to the SC beneficiaries. The
disbursement of these pensions has been entrusted to the village panchayats. (The Hindu 8/2/06)

Caste coup: Councillor, kin ostracised for backing BJP

Jaipur: Feb. 8. — The concept of empowerment got a jolt when a caste panchayat in Rajasmand
district of Rajasthan ostracised an elected councillor Ms Bhagwati Khatik and her family. All they
had done was to vote for the BJP without the approval of the panchayat. Her vote helped the BJP
to form the board of Rajasmand civic body. But the caste panchayat held that since Ms Khatik
had won with the support of Khatik community, she had no right to vote for the BJP without its
permission. Ms Bhagwati had contested the municipal election as an Independent after both
the Congress and the BJP failed to field any candidate from the Khatik community. In the
Election, both the BJP and the Congress failed to secure a majority. In the backdrop of this,



Ms Bhagwati voted for the BJP. But apparently Ms Bhagwati had not consulted her community,
which had fielded her as a candidate, before voting in favour of the BJP. This angered it. As a
result, the Khatik community asked her to put in her papers. On her refusal, the community
decided to keep the councillor and her family away from their activities. The community has ruled
that no one would talk or invite the ostracised family to social functions. If anyone violated the
order, he or she would be fined Rs 5,000, the caste panchayat ruled. (Statesman 9/2/06)

Punjab caste wall to evict dwellers comes crumbling down ((2)

Chandigarh, Feb. 7: The Germans had their Berlin Wall, the Chinese still have their Great Wall,
and the Punjabis came close to claiming their own. It didn't survive long enough. Late last night,
parts of the 10-foot-high wall that civic authorities in Fazilka, Ferozepur, had built without an
opening around 20 dwellings of the lower-caste Muslim Gujjars, cutting them off from the rest of
the world, were broken down. The wall had come up three months ago to force the dwellers to
sell their land so that a bus stand could be built by a private organisation. "We have made two
openings in the wall. The rest will be demolished soon," said SSP S.S.Srivastava. "Allah has
finally listened to our prayers and the wall is no more," said Kasim, one of the hemmed-in
residents. But the past few weeks had been traumatic. To keep home Ores burning, the Gujjars,
milkmen by profession, had been scaling the wall. "We were being hounded to sell our land. And
when we resisted, the municipal authorities, mostly upper castes, simply built the wall around our
dwellings," said Kamal Khan, another resident. Over 150 people live in the settlement registered
in the names of the Guijjars. Khan said the pressure began mounting on them to sell their land
following the decision of the Amarinder Singh-led Congress government to invite builders from
the country and abroad to invest in new colonies. Land prices in the state have skyrocketed since
the invitation. The Guijjars say they were not allowed to take their cattle out for grazing. "How can
we take them? When it is not easy to scale the wall, how can we take the animals out? Many
have died," said Ali, who was beaten up for resisting the wall when it was being built. (Telegraph
8/2/06)

Dalit woman to address UN meet in New York (2)

PATNA: Her frail frame disguises the steel within, which not only saw her tame the abusive
menfolk who battered their wives after getting drunk but also earned her a opportunity to address
a United Nations meet in faraway New York. For Girija Devi, 59, a Dalit Mushar (a rat-eating
caste) woman from the dingy Bhirkhia-Chipulia village, about 30 km from Moatihari, the
headquarters of Bihar's East Champaran district, it will be a long journey to New York where she
will address the 15th session of the UN's division of Advancement Of Woman and department of
Economic and Social Affairs later this month--in Bhojpuri. Life has changed for the once demure
housewife who suffered humiliation at the hands of the male members of the family, including her
husband Singheshwar Manjhi, who used to get drunk and took it out on her Ever since she
received the invite from the UN body on January 30 journalists from the print and electronic
media continue to stream into the village every day to see the woman whose courage changed
the lives of her community and report her success story. Girija, a mother of four, was
communicated the invitation by “Action Aid', an NGO, with which her "Mushar Vikas Manch’,
which she formed six years ago, 'works in close cooperation in the fight against alcoholism. Girija,
who can barely sign and speaks only in Bhojpuri, lost her nerve when she came to know of the
invitation. (The Hindu 13/2/06)

Dalit girl fends off attackers, loses right arm (2)

Lucknow : A gutsy Dalit teenager fought off a gang-rape attempt but lost her right arm when the
frustrated men chopped it off as a vengeful measure in an Uttar Pradesh village. The 15-year-old
girl, Anju, put up a daring fight against the four men who tried to rape her in the fields near
Achalda village in Auraiya district, 250 km from here, Sunday. Frustrated at the daring resistance
put up by Anju, the men chopped off her arm and abandoned her, leaving her bleeding profusely
in an unconscious state. They allegedly carried away her arm, police said. Significantly, the
incident took place in the neighbourhood of Chief Minister Mulayam Singh Yadav's hometown,
Etawah. When the girl approached the Auraiya police station to register her complaint, the cops
refused to register the case. It was only after her father, Lal Singh, approached the district



superintendent of police that a formal report was lodged. Auraiya district superintendent of police
Dharamveer said, "When the girl and her father came to me with their complaint, | ordered the
concerned police station to register a case against the alleged culprits. We will bring the guilty to
book."Anju has named Veeresh Yadav as the key accused who, along with three others,
abducted her while she was on way to the local market. "They intercepted me at a lonely spot
and dragged me to the nearby fields where they tried to tear off my clothes and rape me. But |
continued to resist with my nails and teeth and managed to run some distance. Then Veeresh
caught hold of me again and used a sharp-edged weapon to chop off my arm," the girl said in her
report. Alleging that Dalits were at the receiving end of atrocities by powerful Yadavs, the girl's
father told the police that earlier too Veeresh Yadav and his friends had intimidated Anju and
threatened to sexually assault her. The alleged culprits are still at large. (Pioneer 14/2/06)

Dalit denied quota due to conversion (2)

New Delhi: The ./v Supreme Court issued notice to the Centre on a petition challenging the
validity of denying the benefits of reservation to the dalits converted to Islam or Christianity,
reports our correspondent. A bench comprising Chief Justice Y.K. Sab-harwal, Justice C.K.
Thakker and Justice R.V. Raveendran issued notice on the petition of a dalit, Dr Mukesh Kumar,
who had converted to Islam and become Moham-med Sadiq. He applied for the post of a lecturer
under the SC quota but his claim was rejected. (Asian Age 14/2/06)

Govt yet to decide on SC status of Dalit Christians (2)

New Delhi : Providing Scheduled Caste status to Dalit Christians remains on the agenda of the
Government and members of the National Commission for Religious and Linguistic Minorities
would be collecting more information on the issue after visiting some States. Additional Solicitor
General Gopal Subramanian submitted before a Bench of Chief Justice YK Sabharwal, Justice
CK Thakker and Justice PK Balasubramnain that the Commission would be able to complete its
task by March, a month before its tenure ends. The apex court posted the matter for further
hearing to first week of April, saying by then a more comprehensive picture on the issue would be
before the Court. A seven-member Committee, headed by former Chief Justice of India Rangnath
Misra, has visited Jammu and Kashmir, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Pondicherry, Orissa, West
Bengal, Kerala, Uttaranchal, Maharashtra, Mizoram and Tripura. The Court is hearing a PIL
seeking SC status for Dalit Christians who were SCs before conversion. The PIL, filed by the
Centre for Public Interest Litigation (CPIL), contends that paragraph three of the Constitution
(Scheduled Castes) Order, 1950 was coming in its way as SCs on conversion to Christianity lose
all benefits. (Pioneer (16/2/06)

Dalit teenager raped, brutalised in Hardwar (2)

Dehra Dun : A teenaged Dalit girl was allegedly kidnapped at gunpoint in Hardwar town, brutally
beaten and burnt with cigarettes before being raped by a youth for refusing to marry him, the
Uttaranchal Women's Commission said on Wednesday. The Commission, which was approached
by the victim's father after a village headman allegedly let off the suspect with a penalty of Rs
21,000 and a "shoe-beating”, has lodged an FIR, its chairperson Santosh Chauhan said. Hardwar
Senior Superintendent of Police Abhinav Kumar said a special police team had been formed to
arrest the accused, Ashok, and they had also questioned his father in efforts to track him. The
incident occurred on February 9 when the 18-year-old girl was returning to her village Dhanpura
on an autorickshaw along with other girls from the switch manufacturing factory, where she
worked in a packaging unit, Chauhan said. When the auto was passing through Jwalapur area of
the town, Ashok allegedly stopped the vehicle at gunpoint and kidnapped the girl, she said. "He
then took her to a hotel where he forcibly plied her with liquor, beat her up, burnt her with
cigarettes and repeatedly raped her. The next day, Ashok left the Dalit girl near the factory,"
Chauhan said. The girl had apparently refused to marry him, she said adding that the tale did not
end there. When the villagers came to know of the incident, they asked her father not to report
the matter to the police. "The 'gram pradhan' (village headman) asked the accused to pay Rs
21,000 as penalty to the girl and sentenced him to a shoe-beating." (Pioneer 6\16/2/06)

Home Ministry seeks report on alleged rape of casual worker (2)



NEW DELHI: Sexually assaulted, and her right hand cut off to pressure her to withdraw the
complaint against the accused, Kamla Bai is a shattered person. A casual agricultural worker in a
village in Raisena — the Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister's constituency — Kamla Bai and her
sister were reportedly gang-raped by five upper caste men in December last year. Two of the
accused are government teachers. When the two women lodged a complaint with the police, they
were pressured to withdraw it. The accused reportedly dismembered Kamla Bai's right hand on
December 7. Her husband Prakash Gond was arrested on false charges, tortured and even made
to sign on blank papers while in custody. "Worse, doubts have been raised over our morality,"
Kamla Bai told reporters here on Wednesday at the office of the All India Democratic Women's
Association (AIDWA) which has taken up the case. The police did arrest the culprits but the cases
registered against them were weak, thus ensuring they got bail. While she was in hospital, a
delegation of the State Women's Commission visited her only to ask her to withdraw the case for
which they promised her money. "How much money can they give me? | want hand for hand,"
Kamla Bai said. The matter was raised in the winter session of Parliament by AIDWA president
and M.P. Brinda Karat who also met Union Home Minister Shivraj Patil in this connection on
Tuesday. Mr. Patil has sought a report from the Madhya Pradesh Government within a week.
"The issue is not only of injustice being meted out to her but also of her being deprived of
livelihood because she cannot work anymore,” Ms. Karat said. (The Hindu 17/2/06)

Dalit women tortured in jail (2)

THREE DALIT women from Muktsar district in Punjab have accused the police of torturing them,
including administering electric shock to their "private parts”, and confining them illegally. Talking
to reporters at the B JP headquarters in Chandigarh on Friday, Amarjit Kaur, Virpal Kaur and
Rani alleged they were picked up by the police after they rejected the overtures of two drug
traffickers to join the flesh trade. Amarijit alleged she and Virpal were detained for five days at the
police station. "We were tortured in the presence of the SHO. We were stripped and electric
shock administered to our private parts," she said, adding that she suffered a miscarriage due to
this. Virpal said their families were silenced with threats. Both claimed they were let off without
registration of any complaint or FIR after five days. They alleged the SHO was acting at the
behest of the drug traffickers. Rani's claims were similar. The district BJP unit aren't buying the
DSP's claim that the women were picked up for trafficking poppy husk and plan to approach the
Punjab Human Rights Commission, National Women's Commission and SC/ST Commission.
(Hindustan Times 18/2/06)

CPI(M) to fight caste oppression (2)

NEW DELHI : Seeking to renew a link between the fight against globalisation/imperialism and
caste and class oppression, the Communist Party of India (Marxist) will launch a struggle and
convert it into a movement. "It is not enough to pass a general resolution. We have to make a
concrete study on the form of caste and class oppression in different areas, mobilise the people
and link different sections of the society. Only then will we be able to generate a movement,”
general secretary Prakash Karat said at a CPl (M)-organised, all-India convention on the
problems of Dalits here on Wednesday. During the Independence struggle, the fight against
imperial forces got de-linked from the struggle against class exploitation and the fight against
caste oppression. This link could be restored in the current fight against "imperialist-dictated
policies of liberalisation, privatisation and globalisation." Studies by the party in Andhra Pradesh
and Tamil Nadu showed prevalence of the system. In Tamil Nadu, untouchability was still
practiced in nearly 40 per cent of the villages. In Andhra Pradesh, the State committee had taken
concrete steps to bring people together to fight the system. Criticising both the Congress and the
Bharatiya Janata Party, Mr. Karat said they failed to attack the real problem. After Independence,
the Congress limited the fight against caste oppression by giving concessions and providing
reservation. On the other hand, the BJP saw the fight against caste system through its Hindutva
prism. The objective of the convention was to make the party and its units all over the country
take up social issues and organise campaigns and struggles. (The Hindu 23/2/06)

Dalit woman denied passport (2)



Patna, February 27: A day after Girija Devi, a Dalit woman who was scheduled to attend a UN
seminar in the US, failed to get her passport, Opposition parties in the state have threatened to
take up the issue in the assembly Girija Devi, a 59-year-old mother of four from the Musahar
community, was scheduled to address a seminar on 'Women Environment and Development
Organisation' in Bhojpuri. "It was the state government's fault. This was done to stop her from
attending the UN convention to present her views," said RJD leader Shayam Rajak. Musahar
Vikas Manch leader Amar Kumar Majhi said red-tapism was to blame. "The old Dalit woman was
forced to run from one office to another. She would had done Bihar proud by speaking at an
international convention," he said. Chief Minister Nitish Kumar said, "I will take action. Let me
collect the facts." (Hindustan Times 28/2/06)

Dalit beaten, loses limbs (2)

Chandigarh, March 2: A collective of 13 Punjab-based farm worker organisations have decided to
march on and block access to the state Legislative Assembly on Friday to protest against what
they view as the government’s reluctance to act against culprits responsible for a brutal attack on
a lower caste worker. Bant Singh of village Jhabbar in the southern district of Mansa was
mercilessly beaten by some members of the upper caste jat community in January and his
injuries had necessitated the amputation of both his arms and one leg. A lower caste farm
labourer from village Jhabbar, Singh was abducted and brutally beaten and left to die by seven
upper caste or jats in January (2006). The poor worker, who has had both arms and a leg
amputated because of his injuries, said he was targeted "for daring to file criminal charges
against some jat villagers who had raped his 17-year old daughter four years ago." He said,
"They apparently wanted to teach me a lesson for daring to stand up against and accuse jats."
Still undergoing treatment in a Chandigarh hospital where doctors are trying to save his only
remaining limb, Singh rather courageously took some time off from his hospital bed to join his
friends and many supporters from various Punjab-based worker organisations to address a news
conference at the local press club. Carried to the venue on a stretcher, Singh told reporters he
would not give up what he knows could be a long fight for justice. The president of the action
committee of farm workers’ organisations, Mr Bhagwant Singh Samaon, said, "It is important to
get justice for Bant Singh because the man has come to symbolise the continuing oppression of
lower castes across even a prosperous and supposedly forward-looking state like Punjab."Mr
Samaon demanded that Singh, who was the lone earning hand in his family of eight children and
a wife, must be generously compensated by the state government. He demanded that besides
adequate cash compensation, the worker’s wife must be given a government job and his children
must be provided with individual scholarships. (Asian Age 3/3/06)

Funds for SC/STs not used properly (2)

March 13, 2006: The Delhi government’s tall claim of helping make the future bright for students
from schedules castes, scheduled tribes, minorities and OBCs is nothing but farce. As per
records available from the department for welfare of the SC\ST\OBC\Minorities, the government
has not only entirely failed to use the funds available to achieve its target for the year 2005-2006,
but also very less has been spend for the welfare of the students. As a result funds in many
schemes have lapsed. For instance, under the scheme Free supply of stationary to SC\ST\OB-
C\Minorities Students in Schools, the government till January 2006 has spend only Rs 74 lakhs
against the revised outlay of Rs 5.33 crores. Though it aimed to help 74,000 students from the
group, only 18,040 have been benefited from the scheme. Same is the plight of the Open Merit
Scholarship Scheme. Here, none of the students were found intelligent enough to get the
scholarship. As a result, Rs 4 lakhs have lapsed under the scheme. Against the target of 8,000
students, at present only 2,740 students Class 6-8, studying in Delhi schools, are availing
financial assistance of Rs 150 and Rs 250, respectively. Thus only Rs 11.51 lakhs have been
incurred under the scheme upto January 2006 against the available fund of Rs 40 lakhs. Another
scheme that is suffering is the scholarship plan of Rs 150 per month to day scholars and Rs 275
per month to hosteliers in government-run ITIs. Not a single student has been selected for
scholarship by the government which had otherwise kept the target to select 1,900 student for
2005-06. Similarly, no student has been identified to receive tuition fee from the government.



However, hostel facility is being availed by 96 boys studying in Class 12 at free of cost, while only
28 girls use the facility against the target of 74.(The Asianage 13.3.06)

SC panel complains to Kalam (2)

NEW DELHI, MARCH 29: The National Commission for Scheduled Castes (NCSC) has asked
President A P J Abdul Kalam to intervene over the UPA government’'s “reluctance” to act in
cases of atrocities against members of the scheduled castes. The NCSC chief, former governor
Suraj Bhan, told The Indian Express: “The situation is serious; the government is not cooperating
with us to do justice to the scheduled castes.” According to Bhan, with 34,000 cases of atrocities
against Dalits registered in 2004, and with a conviction rate of just 3 per cent, social unrest in the
country can only escalate. ‘Our experience has been that, in spite of there being very strong laws,
the prolonged court cases make possible a growing tendency on the part of the accused to put
pressure on victims to withdraw cases,” Bhan said. Tensions between the Ministry of Social
Welfare and Bhan—an NDA appointee—have been long in the brewing. Bhan is particularly
upset with the ministry for shooting down, on financial grounds, his latest proposal on organising
national consultations on atrocities against Dalits. It also seems that the ministry had refused to
pay for a dinner party Bhan hosted for MPs from the scheduled castes and tribes last year. The
exasperated National Commission for Scheduled Castes chief had then managed to foot the bill
with help from the commission’s sister concern, the National Commission for Scheduled Tribes.
(Indian Express 30/3/06)

Dalit youth's murder: three held (2)

HYDERABAD: Three suspects, including a Telugu Desam corporator, were picked up by the
Uppal police on Friday in connection with the kidnap and murder of a Dalit youth here on Friday.
The police had let them off earlier due to lack of evidence in the kidnap of a private company
worker N. Ashok of Ramanthapur but they turned out to be alleged conspirators when his body
was discovered in a decomposed state in the Musi near Bacharam in Hayatnagar on Thursday.
"While one of the suspects Maruthi Ramulu confessed to have poisoned Ashok to death, the role
of his mother-in-law Shakuntala and Boudhanagar corporator K. Narayana is being ascertained,"
Saroornagar ACP Jaganmohan Reddy told a press conference here. The case took many twists
and turns since Ashok went missing on March 18. Five days later, his wife Shirisha approached
the Uppal police suspecting the involvement of her mother Shakuntala, the corporator and
Maruthi Ramulu with whom Ashok was reportedly seen last. Based on her complaint, the Uppal
police booked a kidnap case. Shirisha maintained that she married Ashok a year ago against her
mother's wishes after falling in love with him while he was living next to their house at
Warasiguda. She complained to the police that her mother tried in vain to break the marriage with
the help of the corporator. She also pointed the needle of suspicion towards Ramulu, who hails
from Ashok's native village in Warangal district, and tried to broker a compromise. "We
guestioned the complainant's mother, the corporator and the driver but had to set them free since
no evidence was found against any of them then," the ACP explained. (The Hindu 1/4/06)

UPA ignores rights of SCs, STs (2)

New Delhi : The Congress-led UPA government had claimed that it attached highest priority to
developing physical infrastructure for the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in particular.
Not only this, the UPA’'s common minimum programme, which helped it win votes, had promised
to enact a Reservation Act to codify all reservations for the Scheduled Castes. However, two
years down the line, the dalits are still facing the same hardships that they were facing before the
CMP was formulated. Nothing has changed for the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. As
far as the Scheduled Tribes (Recognition of Forest Rights) Bill is concerned, which aims to
provide tribals rights to forest resources linked intimately with their lives, has also not seen the
light of the day. The draft bill aims to compensate the "injustice” done to the forest-dwelling tribes
that were denied their traditional rights to forest lands and resources. However, it has failed to
impress the targeted beneficiaries. Besides, the Centre has failed to constitute a separate
regulatory authority for effective regulation of the reservation policy. The parliamentary committee
on welfare of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes also recommended constitution of a
separate regulatory authority. According to observers, the basic objective of the UPA government



is to provide maximum benefits for the welfare of SCs and STs as guaranteed by the Constitution
and, while providing benefits to them, intention of the implementing authority should be clear and
unbiased. Article 46 (Directive Principles of the State Policy) of the Constitution provides that
educational and economic interests of SCs and STs be safeguarded. Experts also believe that
besides implementing strictly the existing laws, the government should not hesitate to evolve new
laws, rules or ways to give maximum benefits to people belonging to SCs and STs. Necessary
amendments may be made in the Constitution to enable passage of a Reservation Act and the
same should be placed in the 9th Schedule of the Constitution. But the UPA government has
been done anything in this regard. (Asian Age 3/4/06)

Rabri & Co. SCuttled them economically (2)

New Delhi The scheduled Castes in Bihar account for 15 per cent of the total population, but the
State during Lalu-Rabri rule did not show any keenness in getting funds from the Union Ministry
of Social Justice and Empowerment for the economic uplift of SCs. Ministry officials have now
pinned hope on the new regime. Social Justice and Empowerment Ministry releases over Rs 400
crore to several States annually under Special Central Assistance (SCA) to Special Component
Plan (SCP) for the economic uplift of SCs. The officials have now pinned the hope on the new
dispensation in the State vis-a-vis the utilisation of SCs funds. "For the past many years, Bihar
has not displayed any keenness in getting the funds under SCA to SCP scheme. In 2003-04,
Bihar was released over Rs 9 crore out of which the State claimed to have utilised about Rs 5
crore. Since the State Government did not submit the utilisation details, no funds were released
during 2004-05," a Ministry official said."We, however, kept sending reminders to the State
Government in this regard in vain. As a result, no funds were released during 2005-06 too. It is a
big loss to the State's SC population. During the new financial year beginning April 2006, funds
will be released provided the State Government gives us the utilisation details of earlier funds
released,” the official further said. Apart from Bihar, other States not showing seriousness in
getting funds under SCA to SCP scheme are Jharkhand, Kerala, and Goa. The States making
most of the funds include Andhra Pradesh, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Himachal Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, West Bengal, Assam, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Orissa and Karnataka. Over Rs
150 crore were released to these States during the current financial year. (Pioneer 3/4/06)

Lucknow dalit rally on April 7 (2)

Lucknow, April 4: The two-month-long Dalit Mukti-Yatra, launched by the Indian Justice Party, will
culminate in a rally in Lucknow on April 7. The Indian Justice Party, led by Dr Udit Raj, aims at
providing a political alternative to dalits in the state by edging out the Bahujan Samaj Party. Dr
Udit Raj, who earlier led the All India Confederation of SC/ST Organisations, has been fighting for
protection of the rights of dalits. He has raised his voice against anti-reservation orders,
organised great Bauddh Diksha Programme to eradicate the caste system, demanded
reservation in private sector and raised his voice for reservation in the US business in India and
filling up the backlog vacancies. Despite his efforts, he realised that social organisations have
their own limitations and are not powerful enough to fight the adverse impact of privatization and
globalization. He launched the Indian Justice Party with these objectives in mind. "Dr Ambedkar
also said that political party is the master key to realise the objectives. Dalits in the UP are being
exploited by certain dalit leaders in the name of Dr. Ambedkar’s mission. The benefit of this dalit
movement is confined to the leadership. Lakhs of Bahujan Samaj workers and leaders have
remained exploited while their leaders are now promoting the same values through Brahmin
Sammelans, which are responsible for discrimination and caste system," says Dr Udit Raj.
Through the Dalit Mukti-Yatra, Dr Udit Raj has raised the issue of deprivation and exploitation of
dalits at the hands of their own leaders. (Asian Age 5/4/06)

Set up protection cells: Dalit rights fora (2)

New Delhi: The Supreme Court has issued notice to the Centre, all States and Union Territories,
the National Human Rights Commission and the National Commission for SC & ST on a petition
seeking effective measures to prevent atrocities on Dalits. A Bench consisting of Justices Ruma
Pal, Dalveer Bhandari and Markandey Katju issued the notice on Monday on the plea by the
National Campaign on Dalit Human Rights, Sakshi--Human Rights Watch and the Centre for Dalit



Rights. The petitioners wanted a direction issued to the respondents to appoint nodal officers and
set up protection cells, as envisaged under the Scheduled Castes and Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act 1989. They said the victims were not allowed to make complaints and first
information reports were rarely registered. Even when they were registered, there was no
reference to proper sections of the Act. The victims were invariably forced to compromise on pain
of social/economic boycott. Separate special courts should be set up in each district within six
months as provided under the Act. All cases of atrocities on the Dalits and tribals must be
regularly monitored by judicial officers. Such cases should receive top priority and the victims
should get speedy justice. The petitioners also sought a direction to trial courts to send a report
every six months to the High Court concerned. (The Hindu 12/4/06)

NDA scraps panel on Ranvir Sena (2)

Patna, April 10: The NDA government in Bihar has scrapped the Justice Amir Das Commission
notified to probe the nexus between politicians and Ranvir Sena, an outlawed militia of upper
caste landlords responsible for the killing of several hundred dalits in the state. Senior NDA
leaders, including deputy chief minister Sushilkumar Modi and road construction minister
Nandkishore Yadav, were expected to face the heat generated out of commission’s report. The
request for an extension by the commission, notified after the infamous Lakshmanpur Bathe
massacre on December 1, 1997, wherein 59 dalits were killed, was turned down by the Nitish
Kumar government as it "realised" of late that not only the commission failed to come out with its
final report even after eight years but, also, it was "irrelevant” today. Interestingly, it is known, the
commission was compiling records and evidences it collected and was expected to come out with
the final report in just a few months. While probing the nexus between politicians and militants,
the commission had served notices on 38 politicians, including BJP leaders Murli Manohar Joshi,
C.P. Thakur and Kailashpati Mishra. RJD leaders Kanti Singh Akhilesh Prasad Singh (now
ministers in the Union government), Arun Kumar and Shivanand Tiwary, LJP’'s Ram Jatan Sinha
(previously in the Congress) had also deposed before the commission. Statements of 400
witnesses had also been recorded while the Sena’s chief, Brahmsewar Singh, presently behind
bars in Beur Jail, was to be questioned shortly. If people associated with the probe are to be
believed, the commission required only three to five months extension to prepare the final report.
(Asian Age 12/4/06)

In UP, dalits reconvert to Hinduism (2)

Lucknow, April 10: More than 295 dalits belonging to 57 families in Jaunpur district of Uttar
Pradesh have reconverted to Hinduism. These persons had converted to Christianity last year
and their conversion had kicked up a major controversy with a section of the people claiming that
they were being forced to convert. In an elaborate ceremony on Sunday, these families were
initiated back into the Hindu religion in the presence of representatives from the Hindu Jagran
Manch and Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh. The reconversion ceremony took place in Chandvak
Khas village under Chandvak police station village where 108 persons belonging to 22 families
had converted to Christianity last year. Another ceremony took place in Bagerwa gram panchayat
where 187 persons reverted back to the Hindu fold. Local RSS functionary Murlipal told this
newspaper on Monday that some local Christian missionaries had lured the dalits, and some
tribals, into Christianity by promising them a better life and education for their children. "We are
very happy that they are returning to their parent religion and we will make sure that they do not
get misled again," the RSS functionary said. "When these people converted to Christianity last
year, we did not raise any objections because we knew it would lead to a major controversy.
However, a year later, these people have seen through the game and came to us with as plea
that they wanted to revert to being Hindus. We asked them to go back and give it another thought
but they all came back to us and so we finally arranged for their return to the Hindutva fold," he
said. Kunwar Nagina, a local tribal who had led others when he converted to Christianity last
year, told this newspaper that when they found that there was no difference between the two
religions, they decided to revert back to Hinduism. (Asian Age 12/4/06)

Funds for SCs, STs remain unused (2)



New Delhi, April 13: The dismal performance of the various welfare schemes of the Delhi
government, aimed at encouraging students belonging to the Scheduled Castes, Scheduled
Tribes, minorities and Other Backward Castes (OBC), may provide food for thought to many. A
case in point are the Delhi welfare department records, which indicate that various incentives
promised to dalit and backward community students at the school level (Class 6 to Class 12) in
the form of providing free stationary and scholarship, and in vocational institutions by offering
tuition fee and scholarship, have failed to deliver desired results. Not only do targets for these
schemes remain grossly unachieved, major portions of funds have also lapsed for the year 2005-
2006. With nil achievements, some schemes have remained an eyewash. For instance, under the
scheme "Free supply of stationary to SC\ST\OBC\minority students in schools" the government
till January 2006 has spent only Rs 74 lakhs against the revised outlay of Rs 5.33 crores. Though
it aimed to help 74,000 students from the segment, only 25 per cent (18,040) could avail these
benefits. Not a single student has been selected under the scheme "vocational and technical
scholarship" in the various industrial training institutes run by the government against the
ambitious target of 1,900 students, resulting in a lapse of Rs 20 lakhs. Against the target of 8,000
students, only 2,740 students from Class 6 to Class 8 are availing financial assistance of Rs 150
and Rs 250 respectively. Thus, the government have spend Rs 11.51 lakhs against the available
fund of Rs 40 lakhs. The financial income is not considered a criteria in case of the SC/ST
students, while the income should not exceed Rs 48,000 in case of OBC and minorities students.
Also, if the government data are to be believed one gets the impression that the students from the
beneficiary segment are not "intelligent" enough to be selected for the scholarship offered at
various educational level. (Asian Age 14/4/06)

States told to identify areas prone to atrocities (2)

New Delhi, April 15: The Centre has instructed all states to identify atrocity-prone areas and
implement the Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1951, and the SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act
1989 bhoth in letter and spirit. Besides, the Centre has instructed all state governments to prepare
an action plan and take necessary preventive steps to protect the life and property of the
members belonging to SC and ST community. Talking to this correspondent, a senior official of
the Union home ministry said, "Majority of the state governments and Union Territories have set
up special cells to deal with offences against SCs and STs. Some state governments have
identified atrocity-prone sensitive areas for taking necessary preventive steps to protect the life
and property of the members of the SCs and STs also. But there are certain states who have not
taken any initiative so far." He further said: "The ministry has also asked all state governments to
set up special cells to deal with the offences against SCs and STs and ensure speedy disposal of
pending cases with the police." Besides, instructions have been issued to recruit sufficient
number of persons belonging to SCs and STs in police force at cutting edge level, he added.
"Police and public order are state subjects under the Constitution and the primary responsibility of
detection, registration, investigation and prosecution as well as prevention of crime vests with the
state governments," said the official. (Asian Age 16/4/06)

Dalit lynched while gathering grain (2)

GAYA: Bindu Devi (25), a Dalit, paid with her life on Sunday for gathering the remains of wheat in
a field after harvest. She was lynched allegedly by upper caste members of Dihree Baishar
village in Rohtas district of south Bihar. An FIR has been lodged but no arrests have been made
so far. Reports said Bindu Devi, of the musahar caste, was gathering the grains when a few
youths of the village shouted at her and beat her up with lathis. She died immediately. Rohtas
DIG UK Singh said the FIR was against four named and three unknown people. Dalits of the
village have blocked roads, demanding immediate arrests. (Indian Express 25/4/06)

Ban on book by Rajasthan an anti-Dalit act: CPI(M) (2)

JAIPUR: The Communist Party of India (Marxist) has described the Rajasthan Government's
decision to proscribe the book, "Ve Sharam Se Hindu Kahate Hai Kyon?" (Why are they ashamed
of being called Hindus?) as an "anti-Dalit" act. Coming in the wake of a similar action against
another book, "Hageeqat", the ban on the book, which expressed Dalit anguish against
oppression of caste Hindus, was a fascist move to suppress the voices of the depressed and the



downtrodden, the party said. The State Secretariat of CPIl (M) Rajasthan in a statement here said
the Bharatiya Janata Party-led Government had been taking an adversarial stand against the
Dalits and minorities ever since it came to power two-and-a-half years ago. The ban on
"Haqgeegat", authored by M.G. Mathew, was followed by a planned attack by the workers of the
BJP, Bajrang Dal and the Vishwa Hindu Parishad on Christian institutions with tacit support of the
State Government, it said. The attacks followed a State crackdown on the Kota-based Emmanuel
Mission institutions and arrests of functionaries of the Mission. "Some of them, arrested in
February last, are still in jail,” the party pointed out. The whole anti-Christian campaign
culminated in an oppressive legislation, the Rajasthan Freedom of Religion Bill, passed by the
State Assembly early this month, it said. "Now the Government machinery has turned against the
Dalits by applying Sections 153-A and 295-A against Sohanlal Singaria, the author of the book,
Ve Sharam Se Hindu Kahate Hai Kyon?' This is reflective of the feudal attitude of the
Government," the party said. "If the same parameters are applied, Satyarth Prakash, authored by
Swami Dayanand Saraswati and Kabir Vani, which too had spoken against the superstitions and
outdated practices of Hindu religion, also would face the same fate in Rajasthan,” it said. (The
Hindu 30/4/06)

SC/ST number in Govt services low, indicates data (2)

New Delhi : Despite reservation for the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (SC/ST) in the
academic institutions for decades, their representation in Group A and B of Central Government
services is far off from 22.5 per cent. As per the latest national data compiled by Union Social
Justice and Empowerment Ministry, SCs account for only 11.93 per cent in Group A services
against the quota of 15 per cent, while STs' percentage stands at 4.18. Though there is a two per
cent improvement over 9.09 per cent in the case of SC and 2.53 per cent in ST since 1991,
Ministry officials feel that a lot needs to be done, so they can carve a niche for themselves in the
service sector on their own. "Reservation for them in such services should have been much
higher as the children of beneficiaries of quotas in the Government services have access to better
education compared to their parents,” a Ministry official said. SC/ ST students have reservation
upto 22.5 per cent in all academic institutions including Indian Institutes of Technology (lITs),
Indian Institutes of Management (1IMs), and all other central universities. The fact that hardly any
percentage of SC/ST candidates apply for jobs under the general category is "a reflection on the
effectiveness of all affirmative measures being taken at the grassroots level."What gives the
Ministry officials a sense of satisfaction is the fact that the percentage of SCs in Group B category
stands at 14.32 per cent against 11.82 per cent in 1991. The total number of Group B employees
has substantially gone up in the last decade, from 1,02,532 in 1991, the latest figure stands at
1,81,905.Among Group C Central Government employees, SCs account for 16.29 per cent.
There is a slight improvement in the figure compared to 15.65 per cent in 1991. Event the
percentage of STs in Group C services is 6.54, a marked improvement over 4.98 per cent in
1991. Their share in Group D services is only 6.46 per cent. STs account for only 4.18 and 4.32
per cent in Group A and B government services. (Pioneer 16/5/06)

17 killed in Bihar election violence (2)

PATNA: Nine persons, mostly Dalits, were massacred in the home district of
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar among a total of 17 killed in separate
incidents of violence during the second phase of panchayat elections in the
State on Thursday. The turnout was put at 68 per cent in 57 blocks of 37
districts where polling was held. The nine, most of whom belonged to the
extremely backward Kahar caste, were gunned down by a gang while retreating
after losing on of its key member in a clash outside a polling booth. The clash
outside the polling booth took place at Bhadarpur village in Sheikhpura district
allegedly between the supporters of two candidates belonging to the same
Bhumihar caste, Tantan Singh and Ramanuj Singh. Ramanuj Singh lost one of
his sharp shooters in the battle to capture the booth. While retreating, the
Ramanuj Singh's allegedly gang attacked a group of people at Goachak village
in Nalanda district just about 1.5 km from Bhadarpur village in the neighbouring



district. Of the nine killed, eight were Kahars and the ninth a Yadav. Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar denied gang rivalry behind the massacre stressing that
the killers fired indiscriminately on their way back after losing one of their gang
members. He condemned the killing and called for peace. Mr. Kumar would be
visiting the spot on Friday. Earlier, State Home Secretary Afzal Amanullah said
he suspected involvement of the Akhilesh Singh gang behind the carnage. The
Police Headquarters was a confused house. IG Operations Anil Sinha sought to
conceal facts and mislead the Press. He corrected himself at the directive of
the Chief Minister and admitted that it was a poll-related incident and the
fallout of the clash outside a polling booth in which one person was Kkilled.
Earlier Mr. Sinha maintained that there was no poll in Bhadarpur today and
refused to divulge whether the death of one person was the outcome of a clash.
(The Hindu 19/5/06)

Nine killed in new caste violence in Bihar (2)

Patna, May 21: In a fresh incident of caste violence at least nine people were reportedly killed in
Manipur village of Shiekhpura district in Bihar on late Saturday night, just two days after an equal
number of persons were shot dead in Gowadih village of Nalanda district on May 18. This time
the victims were identified as the supporters of Mr Akhilesh Singh, an upper caste Bhumiar leader
of Bihar, while assailants were claimed to be the men of Mr Ashok Mahto, a leader of Kurmis. On
May 18, alleged supporters of Mr Akhilesh Singha had killed nine persons in Nalanda who were
claimed to be the followers of Mr Ashok Mahto. Akshilesh is absconding after having escaped
from jail last year. The police headquarters in Patna has confirmed deaths of only six persons and
said senior police officers have rushed to the spot to avoid any further killings. There is no
permanent SP posted in Shiekhpura district. The report that police headquarters received from
the district claims a sophisticated weapon-wielding members of the Ashok Mahato gang swooped
on the village at around 11 pm and gunned down six persons. "It was the result of a rivalry
between Ashok Mahto gang and Akhilesh Singh gang. We suspect it was the former this time," a
police headquarters spokesman told reporters in Patna. Meanwhile, fear and tension has gripped
Bihar villages after the killing of eighteen people in two days. Eyewitnesses to the incident have
told the police, the attackers surrounded three houses in Manipur village and opened fired on the
families sleeping inside. "One after another massacre takes place here. There is a total lack of
administration; there is no law and order," said a villager. The massacre comes ahead of the third
phase of panchayat elections to be held on May 21 in the state. Also, the massacre happened
just a day after Bihar chief minister Nitish Kumar ordered a probe into the killing of nine people
belonging to backward castes by alleged Akhilesh Singh men. (Asian Age 22/5/06)

In spite of quota, SC/STs not getting their due (2)

New Delhi : While the OBC leaders clamour for their share in quota pie, the fact remains that
Schedule Castes and Schedule Tribes are the ones who deserve affirmative action. Facts speak
for themselves. Notwithstanding reservation for STs in academic institutions coupled with several
supportive schemes, the tribal-dominated states like Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh have produced just a single IAS officer in the past six years. It is even worse in the
case of engineering services where none of the tribal aspirants from these states could manage
to get through, while in Combined Medical Services Examination, only one ST candidate could
get a job in a year. "If education to the tribal children at the primary and secondary level is not
effectively taken care, it would certainly get tougher for them. We are working on a series of
measures to ensure they have access to quality education at primary level," said a Tribal Ministry
official. The figures available with the Department of Personnel and Training (DOPT) paint a
gloomy picture. Not only civil services, tribals have not been given jobs in other senior
government services. "These figures warrant more effective measures in terms of making quality
education available to them at primary and higher secondary level," the official added. Tribal
candidates are entitled for 7.5 per cent job reservation in Civil Services and other Grade | jobs
provided by the Government of India but the candidates from these states have not benefited
from this. Records show that a particular tribe from Rajasthan is reaping the benefit of this
reservation at the expense of other tribals. According to Census 2001, Scheduled Tribes (STs),



form 31.8 per cent of the total population of Chhattisgarh, 20.3 per cent in Madhya Pradesh and
26.3 per cent in Jharkhand. The number of tribals from Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh and Madhya
Pradesh in civil services has been quite abysmal during the last five years. (Pioneer 22/5/06)

Now, 25% Plan funds sought for SCs & STs ((2)

New Delhi, May 22:With the reservation issue confounding the UPA government from all sides, a
group of parliamentarians added fresh fuel to the fire today, as they asked Planning Commission
Deputy Chairperson Montek Singh Ahluwalia to earmark 25 per cent of Plan funds for SCs and
STs in the country. The MPs also wanted ‘schools of excellence’ that would have no entrance
tests for SC/ST students and 70 per cent of the seats reserved for them. Over 40 MPs, part of the
parliamentary forum of SC/ST, met Ahluwalia today to seek his assurance that their community
gets ample opportunity to move up the socio-economic ladder. They argued that the 25 per cent
of the Plan funds would be in proportion to the population of SCs and STs. The MPs asked this to
be implemented before the beginning of the 11th Plan. Discussing the guidelines for the
formulation and implementation of a Scheduled Caste Special Plan (SCP) and Tribal Special Plan
(TSP) at the Centre, state and district levels, the MPs also sought a separate documentation for
these Plan funds. The Plan panel has already issued guidelines for this allocation and asked
states to get back with their requirements. All but three states have approved the guidelines. The
panel is in dialogue with the three states yet to approve the guidelines (Indian Express 23/5/06)

Dalit groom rides horse, is stoned (2)

Jaipur, May 26: The dalits of Amarpura village in south Rajasthan have been facing a social
boycott because one dalit groom "dared" to ride a horse in his marriage procession. "When
Banshi Meghwal broke the tradition and rode a horse on May 17, the upper caste Hindus stoned
the marriage procession and beat up our community members," Nand Lal, the groom’s uncle, told
this correspondent over the telephone. "They attacked our wedding procession even though a
police party was present,” he added. The police has arrested eight villagers on charges of
attacking a police party. "We are trying to arrest a dozen persons named by the dalits. They have
been absconding since the incident was reported,” said Himanshu Singh, the SHO of Kheroda
police station under Udaipur district. "The situation is under control,” he said. Amarpura, 50 km
from Udaipur, is dominated by the "upper castes" and has a small dalit presence. In various part
of Rajasthan, dalits are not allowed to ride a horse during their wedding procession. "Every man
wants to ride a horse in his marriage procession, what was our crime," asked Nand Lal. "Upper
caste" Hindus feel riding a horse is their privilege. According to the dalits, the incident occurred
when groom Banshi was leading his marriage party on horseback to a local temple and "upper
caste" Hindus started throwing stones. Policemen were present as the dalits had given prior
information about the procession. "The increasing prosperity and education of dalits has annoyed
the upper caste Hindus," said Mohan Meghwal of Amarpura. The "upper caste" Hindus said there
was no caste discrimination. But the dalits said even shopkeepers are not ready to sell them
provisions and water-tanker owners refuse to supply them water. A group of Arya Samaj activists
had visited the village to perform a yagna with the dalits and had condemned the incident.
"Among the Hindus, only the Arya Samaj supports us, no VHP leaders come to the village," said
Nand Lal. The VHP has a strong presence in Udaipur. The only store in the village that sells
provisions to dalits is Narayan Jat’s shop. (Asian Age 27/5/06)]

Dalit grooms on horses are stoned (2)

Jaipur, May 30: In Rajasthan, if a dalit bridegroom rides a horse in his marriage procession, he
faces stiff resistance from "upper caste" Hindus. The state has witnessed over a dozen incidents
of dalit grooms’ wedding processions being stoned by the "upper caste". Mangilal Nayak of
Samsia village, under Kotri police station in Bhilwara district, was beaten up by "upper caste"
Hindus when his grandson rode a horse in his marriage procession. Nayak has been admitted to
Bhilwara’'s MGH Hospital with injuries. According to his FIR, "upper caste" Hindus attacked on
him on May 19. But Kotri police station house officer Bhanwar Singh told this correspondent that
it had no connection to the dalit issue. "The marriage took place a month ago and it was an old
dispute that ended in the beating of Mangilal. We have arrested two persons in this regard,” he
said. On April 28, a dalit bridegroom was unseated from his horse in Pakhand village, in



Rajsamand district, and "upper caste" people beat up the members of the wedding procession. In
an another incident, in Udaipur district, dalit groom Banshi and his wedding procession were
stoned by "upper caste" Hindus. The dalits have named 24 people in the FIR and the police has
arrested over a dozen of them. On May 14, a dalit, Shyoji Khateek of Akoda village in Bundi
district, was busy with preparations for his two daughters’ weddings. When the bridegrooms rode
horses and led the procession, the "upper caste" Hindus attacked the marriage party and
unseated the grooms. The case has been reported to the Hindoli police station. In many cases,
dalit grooms’ wedding processions were allowed only when the police made security
arrangements. Even in Rajasthan chief minister Vasundhara Raje’s Jhalawar district, one dalit
groom could freely lead his procession only when the police provided protection. According to
National Campaign on Dalit Human Rights, Mangilal Raiger of Chaker village, in Jhalawar district,
was able to perform his daughter's marriage last month only in the presence of the police. (The
Hindu 31/5/06)

Bengal Minister wants chairs reserved for SC/ST officials (2)

Kolkata : The reservation imbroglio seems to have impinged on Bengal in a different way. As
though the ongoing countrywide crisis was not enough, a Minister from the State has raked up a
parallel controversy of sorts by demanding reserved seats for the officials belonging to the
Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe categories at the all-important Writers' Buildings. Tribal
Affairs Minister Deblina Hembram has suddenly started feeling for the SC/ST employees working
at the Writers' Buildings. According to sources in the Public Works Department, Hembram has
shot off a letter to the PWD Minister, responsible for allotting offices to the Government
employees, Kshiti Goswami to make separate sitting arrangements for the those who belong to
the given category as they "do not feel confident in entering the VIP enclosure" at the State
secretariat. Like most secretariats, the Writers' Buildings has separate sitting arrangements for
the general employees and the VIPs who are accommodated in the "protected area". Like the
other employees, the SC/ST officials who hail from the remote villages and lack the kind of
exposure like their colleagues who live in Kolkata or other urban areas naturally find it difficult in
shuttling between the "protected area" and the general area, the Minister has argued. She wants
the PWD Minister to make separate sitting arrangement for the SC/ST employees inside the VIP
enclosure "as this will make them feel free at their work place and they will not have to go in and
out of the 'protected place™, sources at the PWD said quoting the Minister's letter. On whether the
PWD Minister would be able to oblige as he is already dumped with similar requests demanding
better sitting arrangements, the top department officials said, Goswami has for the time being
obliged by forwarding the letter to the respective secretary with a note. (Pioneer 1/6/06)

Upper castes dominate national media, says survey in Delhi (2)

New Delhi: In the first-ever statistical analysis of its kind, a survey of the social profile of more
than 300 senior journalists in 37 Hindi and English newspapers and television channels in the
capital has found that "Hindu upper caste men" — who form eight per cent of the country's
population — hold 71 per cent of the top jobs in the national media. Women, non-upper castes,
and Muslims are grossly under-represented in relation to their share in the population. The survey
notes that Dalits and Adivasis "are conspicuous by their absence among the decision-makers.
Not even one of the 315 key decision-makers belonged to the Scheduled Castes or Scheduled
Tribes." The survey was designed and executed by Anil Chamaria, freelance journalist, Jitendra
Kumar from the Media Study Group and Yogendra Yadav, senior fellow at the Centre for the
Study of Developing Societies (CSDS). If men and women are taken together, the share of upper
caste Hindus or “dwijas' in the upper echelons of the media is 85 per cent. These castes account
for 16 per cent of the national population. Brahmins alone, the survey found, hold 49 per cent of
the top jobs in national journalism. If non-"dwija' forward castes like Marathas, Patels, Jats and
Reddys are added, the total forward caste share stands at 88 per cent. In contrast, OBCs, who
are estimated to constitute around 40 per cent of the population, account for an "abysmally low"
four per cent of top media jobs. In the English print media, OBCs account for just one per cent of
top jobs and in the Hindi print media eight per cent. Muslims too, the survey noted, are "severely
under-represented in the national media™: they account for only three per cent among the key



decision makers in the national media, compared with 13.4 per cent in the country's population.
Muslims do better in the Hindi electronic media, forming six per cent of key decision-makers. In
the English electronic media, the survey found there were no Muslims at the senior-most levels in
Delhi. Christians, however, are proportionately represented in the media (mainly in the English
media). Their share is about four per cent compared with their population share of 2.3 per cent.
Doubly disadvantaged sections of the population, such as women Other Backward Classes or
backward caste Muslims and Christians, are nearly absent among the key decision-makers. The
survey, for example, found that there was not a single OBC woman among the 315 journalists
enumerated. (The Hindu 5/6/06)

Death in police station, probe sought (2)

JAIPUR: The National Campaign for Dalit Human Rights has demanded a CBI enquiry into the
death of a Dalit woman in Chomu police station of Jaipur district on Thursday. The woman,
Kamla, who was brought to the police station to meet her son who is in police custody on a
charge of murder, had died of mental shock and agony due to police misbehaviour, an enquiry
report by NCDHR and Centre for Dalit Rights said. The main Opposition in the State, the
Congress party has made a similar demand. Pradesh Congress Committee president B.D.Kalla in
a statement on Friday demanded a judicial enquiry into the case. The party has alleged that the
death had taken place at the police station following the ill treatment of the victim. The Chomu
police last week had arrested Kamla's son Sumit on a charge of murdering a history sheeter
Sikandar Khan. Kamla, a schoolteacher was taken to the police station on Thursday last by five
constables, including two women constables to meet her son in the lock up. The police version is
that the woman, apparently depressed over the act of her son had consumed poison at home
before leaving for the police station. She gave a dying declaration to this effect but her family
members had challenge this. The NCDHR team , which visited the spot, found the role of the
police and administration "doubtful”. (The Hindu 5/6/06)

Ministry lacks information on OBCs (2)

New Delhi, June 4: The departmentally related Standing Committee on social justice and
empowerment is "constrained" to find that the ministry has no data available about the total
population of backward classes and also the number of OBC persons living below double the
poverty line. In the absence of this vital data the ministry could not fix targets under its various
welfare schemes for OBCs. In its report (on National Backward Classes Finance and
Development Corporation ) presented to the two Houses of Parliament in the last month, it
"surprised" that the fund allocation is based on the assumption that all states receive funds
proportionate to their OBC population. But it is not satisfied with the ministry’s reply that the office
of the registrar-general of India has turned down its request to conduct census of people who fall
under the OBCs category. "The absence of an accurate data of backward classes, the basic
objective of the corporation i.e. economic development of poor sections of backward classes,
would not be achieved. Therefore, the ministry should vigorously pursue with the registrar-general
of India to conduct a survey of OBCs and the persons living below double the poverty line in this
category," it recommended. The committee, headed by Ms Sumitra Mahajan, further pointed out
that only Haryana, Rajasthan, Tripura, Chandigarh and Dadar and Nagar Haveli have conducted
survey of OBC'’s living the poverty line on the ministry’s request while Gujarat, Orissa and Delhi
governments have shown their inability to carry out survey, it says. The committee also surprised
to note that Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Nagaland and Andaman and Nicobar Islands have
not even notified the backward classes so far and are not obtaining loan assistance at all. (Asian
Age 5/6/06)

Dividing SCs’ share is quota concern in Andhra (2)

New Delhi, June 6:The Union Government will soon appoint a commission on sub-categorisation
of Scheduled Castes in Andhra Pradesh, for purposes of reservations. A panel of three names
was with Prime Minister Manmohan Singh who would select the head of the commission,
Government sources said. Sub-categorisation of Dalits is a controversial political issue in Andhra
Pradesh, and in the Congress party particularly. During his recent visit to Delhi, Chief Minister
Rajshekhar Reddy urged Singh to expedite the matter, whereas some Congress MPs — such as



Harsh Kumar and J D Seelam — opposed the move in their letters to the Prime Minister. The
Andhra Government introduced four categories within the SCs by a law in 2000 and split the
reservation of 15 per cent among them. ‘Malas,’ a group with 25 castes, was allotted six per cent;
‘Madigas’, a group of 18 castes, got six per cent; and two smaller groups ‘Rellis’ and ‘Adi Andhra’
got one per cent each. The reason given was that the Malas were getting much more than their
proportionate share in reservation benefits. The sub-categorisation was expected to trickle down
benefits of reservation to lower groups within the SCs. After four years, the AP Scheduled Castes
(Rationalisation of Reservations) Act was struck down by the Supreme Court in November 2004.
“All castes included in the presidential list for a state are deemed to be SCs, which means they a
form a class by themselves. This legislation, apart from being beyond the legislative competence
of the state, is also violative of Article 14 of the Constitution,” the Supreme Court stated. Soon
after, the AP Legislative Assembly passed a resolution recommending the Centre to take up the
matter in Parliament. “It is a difficult situation. Once it is done in a particular state, other states
like Karnataka, Haryana and Punjab, where this problem has cropped up already may insist on
similar provision,” says Seelam, AICC secretary. The commission in pipeline will investigate if
some groups among SCs have received disproportionate benefits before further action is taken
on the issue. (Indian Express 7/6/06)

Quota Il: Punjab OKs free power for SCs, poor or rich it doesn’t matter (2)

NEW DELHI, JUNE 7:Prime Minister Manmohan Singh's appeal to political parties not to
announce free power schemes seems to have fallen on deaf ears. Last week, Punjab quietly
changed its policy to provide free power to mainly poor Scheduled Caste (SC) consumers and
cleared a proposal which allows all SC consumers, irrespective of their economic condition,
access to 200 units of free power. Assembly elections are due in Punjab early next year.
Advertisment Punjab government sources said that the state had an estimated 39.8 lakh
domestic consumers and those expected to benefit from this new scheme, once the state
regulatory commission gives its nod, would be in the region of 7-10 lakh consumers. Unhappy
with this decision of the state, the Centre is expected to ask the Amarinder Singh government to
explain this latest move as the “Prime Minister is against free power” policy. Power Ministry
sources said that if Punjab is unable to justify the decision which is retrograde to the reforms
process, the Ministry would stop the incentive-linked funding given to states under the
accelerated power development reform programme and those given for rural electrification. When
The Indian Express reached Chief Minister Capt Amarinder Singh for comment, he said he did
not think the decision was a populist move. He said the state would provide all budgetary support
to the power sector on account of this decision. According to the CM, people were not benefiting
from the earlier policy and, therefore, “we are being fair to the people and have removed the
restriction of 500 watts”. He said many SC consumers in the state, on account of rising affluence,
had loads above 500 watts. This decision, he said, was based on the feedback received from
certain sections complaining that they felt “left out” under the previous policy. The subsidy burden
on the state exchequer as result of this decision would more than double and is expected to be at
least Rs 300 crore. This is over and above the burden that the state already faces on account of
free power to agriculture which, according to the Chief Minister, is around Rs 1200 crore—
thereby taking the total subsidy burden on account of free power to Rs 1500 crore. (Indian
Express 8/6/06)

Dalit is killed for attending a kirtan (2)

Lucknow, June 14: A dalit youth was brutally murdered by a group of backward caste persons for
having dared to attend a "kirtan" in Budha Barthana village in Ferozabad district on Tuesday
night. According to reports reaching here, Mukesh, a Dalit youth was attending a ‘Bhagwad kirtan’
that had been organised on the outskirts of the village on Tuesday. As the religious fervour
touched a crescendo, Mukesh quietly snuggled up to the podium and began playing a ‘Chimta’ (a
rustic rhythmic instrument used in religious singing). A group of about ten men — all belonging to
Lodh Rajput community— suddenly got up and shouted at Mukesh. "How can you even dare to
sit in a religious function like this?" they screamed and dragged the youth out of the pandal. "They
kept kicking him in the chest and beat him up ruthlessly. We kept pleading for mercy but they



would not listen to us. Then they put him in a jeep and took him away. When he died on the way,
they threw his body on the highway," said Jogendra. (Asian Age 15/6/06)

Congress expresses concern over attacks on Dalits in Rajasthan (2)

JAIPUR: The All-India Congress Committee has expressed concern over the increasing inci-
dence of attacks on Dalits in Rajasthan. AICC's Scheduled Caste Cell terms Rajasthan as the
"worst State" in the whole of North India when it conies to Dalit safety and security. Former Union
Minister and chairman of All-India SC Cell Yogendra Makwana, who was here in connection with
the recent attacks on Dalit marriage processions and a case of custodial death of a Dalit women,
said the Scheduled Castes were in better shape in otherwise much maligned Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar. "It is a grim situation here for the SCs," he said talking to media persons prior to address-
ing a Dalit rally. He submitted a memorandum to Rajasthan Governor Pratibha Patil at Raj
Bhavan here later. Ms.Patil is presently in Mount Abu, Raj Bhavan's summer camp. Mr.Makwana
said during a span of 26 days (from May 7 to June 1 this year) there had been six cases involving
Dalits in Rajasthan and in most of them the police and the local administration had taken a
partisan stand. The latest was the case of Kamla Chouhan, a 55-year-old school teacher who
died after being summoned to the police station in Chomu on June 1. Alleging police torture,
Mr.Makwana said the police had not registered a complaint from her son so far. "In her so-called
confession made in the presence of the Sub Divisional Magistrate, Chomu, saying that she had
consumed poison prior to coming to the police station, her thumb impression was taken. Why
would a teacher give her thumb impression?" Mr.Makwana wondered. He listed four instances in-
cluding one in Jhalawar, represented in the Lok Sabha in the past by Chief Minister Vasund-hara
Raje, in which Dalit marriage processions were attacked and the bridegrooms forcibly made to
step down from the horseback. In the case of Mangi-lal Raiger's daughter Giriraj Bai in Chulet
village in Khanpur teh-sil of Jhalawar — in which some miscreant's hurled stones at the "nikasi"
(return procession) — the local police station did not register a complaint, he charged. (The Hindu
15/6/06)

Doctor robs dalit woman of kidney (2)

Lucknow, June 20: In a bizarre incident, a dalit woman has been robbed of her kidney by an
Uttaranchal-based doctor. The woman has been waging a lone battle to get a case registered
against the doctor but the police has, so far, refused to lodge her complaint. The victim has now
written to the President of India and the National Human Rights Commission for justice and is
also preparing to go to court. According to Phool Singh, a resident of Akbarpur Patti village in
Jyotiba Phule Nagar, his wife Maya, 45, had been diagnosed as having stones in the uterus in
December 2003. "We are poor and could not afford to bear the expenses of the operation. A
relative told us about one Dr Arun Richharia at Rudrapur in Uttaranchal, who does not charge
fees from poor people. | took my wife to Dr Richharia’s clinic, and she was operated upon by the
doctor on December 20, 2003. We returned home after the operation, but after some time my
wife again complained of pain. | took her back to the doctor for a checkup but he said that it was a
minor post-operative problem that would vanish after a few months,” says Phool Singh. The
couple returned to their village, but Maya continued to suffer from intermittent pangs of pain for
almost two years after the operation. Finally, in January this year, the couple went to consult
another doctor in the district, who recommended an ultrasound test. "When we got the ultrasound
test done, we were shocked to find that Maya’s left kidney was missing. The following day we
went to Dr Richharia’s clinic and informed the receptionist of our problem. To our dismay, the
doctor refused to meet us and the hospital staff physically assaulted us for ‘attempting to malign
the reputation of the doctor’," says Phool Singh. The couple went to the local police station, but
the police refused to register their complaint. "The police was obviously under the influence of the
doctor, and though we showed them all the relevant papers related to the operation, they just
refused to entertain our complaint," says Phool Singh. (Asian Age 21/6/06)

Upper castes ill-treated us: Dalits (2)

Jaipur, June 20: Dalits in Cidiyas village, in Rajasthan’s Bhilwara district, say they were ill-treated
when they worked as labourers engaged in famine relief. "The upper caste Hindus treated us as
untouchables when they served drinking water," said Prema Meghwal. The village falls under the



constituency of Rajasthan rural development minister Kalulal Gujar and has a small dalit
population. The upper caste Hindus employed three upper caste women — Madhu, Chandi and
Pushpa Suthar — to serve water to the dalits at the relief work site, Badri Meghwal told this
correspondent. Last week, they decided to clean up the temple to Devra, a local deity, and asked
the relief workers to volunteer. "They employed dalit women to clean the premises. When the
work was finished, they collected Rs 5 from each worker, barring dalits, saying their contribution
would not be accepted by the deity,” claimed Bhanwar Meghwanshi, a dalit activist in Cidiyas. "It
is shocking for us as the deity accepted our voluntary work, but not offerings,” said Mr
Meghwanshi, well known among Rajasthan’s dalits as he publishes a magazine titled Diamond
India from his village Cidiyas. His wife Prema, who feeds her family by working as a relief worker,
said there were 50 people employed at a government relief work of which 13 were dalits. "You
can see 23 workers are from a single powerful caste. Their males will not work, but they get a
share in the earnings because the payment is task-based," said Prema, adding, "We were not
allowed to touch the pitcher and water served by upper caste women when we requested them,"
she said.The dalits raised the issue in the village, but the upper caste Hindus said it was a
tradition and no one had the right to oppose it. "I have asked the sub-divisional officer to look into
the matter and send a report,” said Bhilwara additional district magistrate M.L. Yadav.Reeling
under severe drought conditions, Cidiyas has 300 dalits and is dominated by caste Hindus.
"Many times we quench our thirst with polluted water served by caste Hindus," said Mr
Meghwanshi. "It is painful for us as it happens during government-run relief work," he added.
(Asian Age 21/6/06)

Dalit woman beaten up and paraded naked (2)

Patna, June 23: A 50-year-old dalit woman in a Jharkhand village was beaten up and paraded
naked for allegedly "selling" a 12-year-old boy in Uttar Pradesh two years ago. Balchand has
been traceless ever since Sukri took him to UP with the assurance of a job. After the family of
Balchand Oraon failed to trace the boy, they approached Sukri, a resident of Saram village. When
Balchand’'s father Mangra Oraon inquired about his son, Sukri said he had run away at
Mugalsarai station and she had no clue about his whereabouts. Some people who had
accompanied Mangra Oraon started beating up Sukri. Her husband Indru Nayak was also beaten
up when he tried to intervene. Sukri was then forcefully taken to Balchand’s village and stripped.
She was forced to roam around the village and was later tied to a tree. The villagers then started
beating her with sticks. The boy’s family believes Sukri sold Balchand and that he was still in the
captivity of the owner of a brick kiln. After seven hours of trauma, the village elders decided that
the dalit woman should be burnt alive so that no other person would dare to so such a thing. Just
when kerosene was being poured on her, some local journalists and the Chanho police reached
and rescued her. Mangra has been arrested. (Asian Age 24/6/06)

Dalit institute wants inclusion of discriminated groups in quota sop (2)

New Delhi : The debate over the quota for SC/ST in the private sector gets a new twist with the
Indian Institute of Dalit Studies (1IDS) recommending the inclusion of all ‘discriminated groups' in
the ambit of the Centre's new reservation sop. The Institute, headed by Prof Sukhdeo Thorat,
also the chairman of University Grants Commission, has favoured the legislation by the State
Governments, making mandatory for the private players to get quotas for the discriminated
groups of the society. "In our report, we have suggested the quota for all discriminated groups
including OBCs in the private sector," Anant Pant, a senior fellow at 1IDS, told The Pioneer on
Friday. Union Social Justice and Empowered Ministry had commissioned the 1IDS to prepare a
report on the affirmative actions taken by different countries to uplift the discriminated groups.
"The report gives a broad guideline to the Ministry to pursue the issue of quota in private sector to
a logical accomplishment,” Pant explained..The common minimum programme of the Congress
led UPA Government does not talk of quota for the OBC or for that matter any other discriminated
groups of the society. Which is why Social Justice and Empowerment Minister Meira Kumar has
maintained a studied silence on the ambit of the private sector quota. Prof Thorat on Friday
evening made a presentation to Social Justice and Empowerment Minister Meira Kumar on the
report titled "Nature and Forms of Reservation and Affirmative Policy in Government and Private
Sector in Selected Countries for Discriminated Groups." The senior Ministry officials also



attended the presentation. "The report strengthens the Ministry's efforts to get quota for SC/ST in
the private sector. It is, however, up to the Government to adopt the theory of discriminated
groups," a senior Ministry official said. The report comes in the midst of the assertions from Meira
Kumar on Friday that "quotas are a must" for the development of the country. The scheduled
castes, tribes, and other marginalised sections of the society have limited access to higher
education. (Pioneer 24/6/06)

SC body backs woman sarpanch (2)

New Delhi, June 27: The National Commission of Scheduled Castes has asked the
superintendent of police of Jhajjar district (Haryana) to furnish the details in the alleged
implication of a "dalit woman sarpanch”, Sheela Devi, in a murder case. Her family members
have approached the National Commission for Scheduled Castes which had earlier sent notice to
the SP of Jhajjar that if the reply was not filed within the stipulated time, the commission may
exercise the powers of civil courts conferred on it by the Constitution. On February 24, 2006,
Youth Congress leader Bachu Pehlwan was shot dead in broad daylight by three men, near local
MLA’s office in Bahadurgarh. Immediately, the police arrested nine people for his murder
including a dalit woman sarpanch of Mandothi. Sheela Devi had won the village panchayat
election in 2000 from a reserved seat. Currently Sheela is under police arrest. But her family
members are crying foul. According to them the village is notorious for group politics which has
resulted in several gang wars. They allege that murder of Bachu Pehlwan is the result of a gang
war. To vindicate their stand they sighted the 26 murders that have taken place in the village after
the gang war was ensued between the two groups of Jats in 1994. The family members of Sheela
Devi also allege that the village panchayat was about to receive Rs 4 crores as land
compensation and one group was eyeing this amount. The group with the support of local MLA
Rajendar Joon has falsely implicated Sheela and her husband. MLA Rajendra Joon was quick to
refute the charges. He said, "The matter has not occurred because of the money, instead it is
because of the rivalry that Bachu was murdered.” "In the war of the two groups, the dalits are
suffering as the poor people have to do what the groups of the goon are saying. They used to ask
the sarpanch to use scandalous methods to siphon off the allocated money," he said. Mr Joon
further countered the charges by saying, "It was me who used to stop them and this has made
me an eyesore for them." (Asian Age 28/6/06)

Officials conceal hunger deaths (2)

Lucknow, June 27: Shankar, 45, a dalit landless labourer in Barabanki district died of hunger on
June 14. The district officials had cancelled his "Antyodaya" card (which entitled him to some
ration) four months ago. "After my husband died of hunger, the officials came to my house with
50 kilos of wheat and rice and made me pose for photographs. They promised me Rs 20,000 as
compensation and said that they would give us another Rs 1 lakh. But not a single penny has
come to me so far," says Phoolmati, the distraught wife of Shankar and a mother of seven
children. Phoolmati, who was brought to Lucknow by the NGO "Sanjhi Duniya" and presented
before the media, said that the block development officer who visited their home after Shankar’s
death on June 14 had certified that her husband had died of starvation. "He saw our house and
found not even a single grain of food. He gave us Rs 200 from his own pocket and left. The next
day, however, some more officials came, they spoke to the village pradhan and everything
changed. They insisted that we had a bank balance and owned 11 biswan of land and hence we
were not entitled to the "Antyodaya" card. "They also said that Shankar had died a natural death
and warned us not to talk to the media." Shankar's body was hurriedly buried on the outskirts of
the village and two sacks of salt were poured on it to hasten the process of decomposition,"
recalls Phoolmati. Two Dalit Panther activists however took up cudgels on behalf of Phoolmati
and the incident made its way to headlines in local newspapers. "The officers came rushing back
to the village and gave back the "Antyodaya" cards to Phoolmati and other landless labourers
whose card had earlier been cancelled. We now demand action against those officials who were
responsible for the cancellation of cards and subsequently, Shankar's death,” says Bhagwati
Prasad, a Dalit Panther activist. Dr Roop Rekha Verma of "Sanjhi Duniya" dismissed the district
officials’ claim that Shankar owned 11 biswan of land and said, "We would be very grateful if the



district authorities can give the possession of this land to Phoolmati and her children so that they
live comfortably in future. (Asian Age 28/6/06)

Meira Kumar describes Rajasthan as "worst State' (2)

JAIPUR: The Union Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment, Meira Kumar, on Tuesday
described Rajasthan as the "worst State" in the country in the matter of Dalit atrocities.
"Rajasthan, which is rich in culture and heritage, was extremely backward in social justice,” she
charged. Talking to newspersons after a visit to "Prayas”, an NGO working with the physically
challenged, Ms. Kumar said statistics with her department indicated that Rajasthan "topped" the
list among the States in Dalit atrocities. "The progress in the social welfare activities in the State
is not satisfactory." Disability problems were more in Rajasthan due to its typical geographical
conditions, Ms. Kumar observed. Uniform education would be given to disabled as well as normal
children under the Education for All campaign, she said. Her Ministry was considering
amendments to the Disabled Persons (Protection of Equal Opportunities, Protection of Rights and
Full Participation) Act, 1995. Ms. Kumar, who spoke at the Congress training camp going on at
Padampura near here in the evening on "The Congress and the Dalit uplift’, said the proposed
increase in the reservation quota for the Scheduled Castes and Tribes was justifiable. (The
Hindu 29/6/06)

Dalit demand to tow car at Kandadevi (2)

Madurai, July 1: Tension is mounting in Sivaganga and its neighbouring districts as the
controversial Kandadevi car festival, of the Swarna Muktheeswarar temple near Devakottai in
Sivaganga district, is scheduled to be held on July 9. Nearly 4,000 police personnel are expected
to be pressed into service to prevent any untoward incident during the festival. The car of this
ancient temple was constructed about 300 years ago and since the beginning it has been the
Nattars (the upper caste Hindus) who towed it, using the four ropes, with each rope representing
a village. The four villages, called nadus, which had the traditional rights to pull the car, are
Unjanai, Semponmari, Iravuseri and Sennilai. Each of these nadus comprise many smaller
hamlets. The dalits in the villagers also participated in the festival and they were in charge of
placing blocks of wood under the car’'s massive wheels to slow them down during the journey to
allow devotees to offer puja and gifts on the way.But, in 1998, a controversy arose and the dalits
sought rights to tow the car also. The DMK government was then unable to bring about a
compromise and the car festival was not performed for three years from 1998 to 2000. However,
the AIADMK government, which came to power, conducted the festival under tight security in
2001 and 2002. The festival was given a miss in 2003, but was again held the following two
years.Now, the new DMK government is under pressure to show its concern for dalits to offer
worship in temples as equals. With minister for Hindu religious and charitable endowments K.R.
Periyakaruppan being from Sivaganga district, the responsibility seems to be even more onerous.
The administration hopes that the festival will take place without any hurdle as superintendent of
police P.P. Nallasivam, who was successful in conducting the event last year and was even
honoured by the AIADMK government, has been retained in the district by the DMK, although
many others police officials were transferred throughout the state.(Asian Age 2/7/06)

SC/ST applicants exempted from NET (2)

New Delhi, June 2: The selection process of teachers in Delhi University might get delayed for
sometime after the University Grants Commission changed the rule for the selection of SC\ST
candidates seeking employment in various colleges. Massive recruitment process was on in the
university in which over 800 vacancies were to be filled but after the UGC's fresh instructions,
final process of recruitment would get delayed. According to the new rule SC\ST applicants have
been exempted from National Eligibility Test which is mandatory for the selection of teachers in
the universities. While the recruitment process is on, the university has directed the colleges to
recruit teachers following the UGC norms. This means, that colleges will have to publish
corrigendum and advertise for various posts freshly. The executive council of the university
approved the instructions on June 22. Dean of college planning, Prof Shirin Rathore issued fresh
instructions to the colleges to hold results of the selection committees. "We sent a letter to each
college to follow the UGC norms concerning the recruitment of the teachers. We wrote to the



colleges to hold results if the selection committee meeting has already been held after June 14,"
Prof Rathore said. As a result, the recent UGC norm is sure to delay the recruitment process.
"The recruitment process might get delayed for a minimum of ten days. It can get delayed further
too," Dr S.K. Arora, principal, Hansraj College said. However, dalit right activists on the campus
are not satisfied with the modus operandi. "Many colleges are still holding selection committee
meetings and surprisingly, they are declaring results too. The UGC norms should be held
supreme and each college should abide by it,” academic council member, Pradeep Kumar said.
(Asian Age 3/7/06)

Harassment of Dalit, tribal activists condemned (2)

JAIPUR: The Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan (MKSS) on Friday condemned the alleged
harassment of Dalit and tribal activists campaigning for proper implementation of the National
Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme in Badwani district of Madhya Pradesh, saying violence
and hooliganism against them would lead to loss of credibility for the whole programme. The
MKSS, led by social activist and Magsaysay Award winner Aruna Roy, demanded immediate
action on complaints made by Jagrit Adivasi Dalit Sangathan (JADS) and withdrawal of cases
registered against its members. Ms. Roy said in a statement issued here that the matter directly
involved the issue of Government's resolve to implement the NREG Act in its true spirit with
transparency and accountability. The JADS has alleged that a crowd led by local political leaders
assaulted its activists, blocked their way, shouted abuses and refused to let them enter the venue
of a meeting on NREGS called by the Collector at Pati in Badwani district on June 16. Senior
administrative officers present at the scene along with a police force did nothing to stop the
hooliganism. The activists attending the meeting, convened after the failure of a "Jan Sunwai"
organised by a team of the Union Ministry of Rural Development, were shouted down and the
meeting ended in disarray. The activists who tried to lodge a complaint at the Pati police station
were not allowed to go there, while cases were registered against 26 members of the Sangathan.
According to JADS, its attempts to raise the issues of non-issuance of job cards, failure to provide
work and unemployment allowance to nearly 3,000 applicants, delayed payment of wages, use of
labour displacing machinery, failure to implement the transparency and accountability provisions,
and failure to consult Gram Sabhas were being resisted by vested interests who were supported
by the Administration. (The Hindu 1/7/06)

‘Dalits getting raw deal in Modi land' (2)

GANDHINAGAR, July 3: Claiming that the Dalits were "eclipsed" under the present dispensation
in Gujarat, Union social justice and empowerment minister Ms Meira Kumar today criticised the
Narendra Modi-led government for the "atrocities" meted out to Dalits and other backward sec-
tions of the society. "The present government in Gujarat has a poor track record in tackling
crimes against the backward sections of the society," Ms Kumar said addressing the day-long
jan-mitra shibir (conference of party workers) organised by the scheduled caste cell of the
Congress. She claimed that Dalits were "eclipsed"” in Gujarat at present. "In 2005, there were 967
cases of atrocities against Dalits in Gujarat where many were murdered, raped, burnt and
seriously injured,” Ms Kumar told the gathering. "In the past six months, there were 412 cases of
atrocities registered against backward classes including Dalits," she said. (Statesman 4/7/06)

Dalit claims top court bar injustice (2)

New Delhi, July 8: A dalit woman has accused the Delhi police and the former vice-president of
the Supreme Court Bar Association, (SCBA) Ms Priya Hingorani, of pressuring her to withdraw a
criminal complaint against the then vice-president of the SCBA. Hemlata Badgujjar, a dalit, has
alleged that senior officials of the Delhi police are turning a blind eye to her complaint against Ms
Hingorani despite the fact that the FIR was registered about a year back in September 2005. She
now alleges that the police is trying to provide relief to the former heavyweight of the top court’s
Bar Association. Ms Badgujjar's complaint against Ms Hingorani, registered at the Tilak Marg
police station, (FIR No. 389/05), dated September 16, 2005, accuses Ms Hingorani of mowing her
down by a Mitsubishi Lancer in front of the D gate of the Supreme Court and threatening to
blacken Ms Badguijjar’s face, for being a dalit. However, the FIR names no one as the accused
and the column has been left blank. "They have purposely not put her name as the accused



despite my written complaints to the SHO, Tilak Marg and the commissioner of police. it's more
than a year now," alleges Ms Badgujjar. The FIR lists the nature of the offence under the SC/ST
Prevention of Atrocities Act. All complaints filed under this act call for an immediate arrest of the
accused. The offence is non-bailable and Ms Badgujjar alleges that the police has not made any
arrest till date, due to the clout of the former vice-president of the SCBA. "Ms Hingorani used her
office and clout as the vice-president of the Supreme Court Bar Association and won over the
police,” claims Ms Badgujjar. Meanwhile, even the role of then president of the Supreme Court
Bar Association P.H. Parekh has come under the scanner as the dalit woman wrote to the police
that the president of the Bar Association was forcing her to withdraw her complaint against the
vice-president. On the other hand, Ms Hingorani wrote to the SHO Tilak Marg police station in
September 2005, that the complaint against her was false and no cognisance should be taken of
it. (Asian Age 9/7/06)

Rajasthan caste divide: Dalits are denied water (2)

Jaipur, July 9: Water has again revealed the caste divide in Rajasthan. Upper caste Hindus in
Jaisinghpura village under Jaipur district prevented dalits from taking water from a government
tanker. When a water tanker reached the village that has been facing severe water crisis, upper
caste people prevented the dalits from taking water, according to Puran Raigar, a dalit villager.
The village, located only 25 km from Jaipur, had no potable water as most of the wells had dried
up in summer. On July 3, a government vehicle brought water for the villagers. "They told us that
upper caste Hindus have the right to get water first, and if any water would be left over only then
could the dalits take their share," complained Raigar. The village has 150 upper caste families
and 18 dalits families. When we opposed the discrimination, the upper caste Hindus beat us up
with sticks, said Shankar, another dalit villager. A group of dalits from Jaisinghpura went to Jaipur
to complain against the discrimination and lodged an FIR with the Chaksu police. "We have no
way to quench our thirst as there is no source of water in the village," said Shankar. (Asian Age
10.7.06)

Protection demanded for Dalit families (2)

JAIPUR: The National Campaign on Dalit Human Rights (NCDHR) on Sunday demanded
protection to Dalit families of Bhagwanpura village in Bhilwara district of Rajasthan in the
aftermath of a violent attack on their houses in the night of July 2. Several Dalits were injured and
their houses ransacked allegedly in the presence of police. A three-member fact-finding team of
NCDHR, which visited Bhagwanpura over the weekend, noticed an atmosphere of fear and panic
among Dalits in the village in the midst of their social boycott by the people of higher castes.
Police have not registered any criminal case in connection with the incident and launched the
probe on the basis of a previous FIR. Trouble started on July 2 when two Dalit children, visiting
the village to attend a function in the family of relatives, purchased ice-cream in saucers at a
shop. When the shopkeeper learned about the children's caste, he snatched saucers from them
and thrashed them. Later, the elders of Dalit family apologised on behalf of children for breaking
the "caste norms". As the news about the children belonging to Valmiki (sweeper) caste eating
ice-cream in the saucers of an upper caste shopkeeper spread in the village, influential people
gathered in Charbhuja temple and decided to "teach a lesson" to Dalits. Meanwhile, Dalits --
sensing trouble -- lodged a complaint at Mandal police station and sought protection to their
houses. NCDHR State secretary Satish Kumar said a huge crowd of higher caste people
attacked Dalits' houses in the night, even though a police force from Mandal had already been
deployed in the locality. Policemen allegedly remained mute spectators when arsonists
ransacked houses for three hours, beat Dalits, pillaged household goods and insulted women.
The injuries of one of the victims were described as "normal" by the doctor at the local
Government hospital despite fractures in his arm. The NCDHR has demanded initiation of
criminal proceedings under the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act against the doctor and in-charge of Mandal police station for dereliction of duty.
(The Hindu 10/7/06)

Inter-caste marriages are in national interest: court (2)



New Delhi: The Supreme Court on Friday expressed concern over the growing opposition to,
intimidation of, and violence against inter-caste couples. A Bench consisting of Justices Ashok
Bhan and Markandey Katju directed the administration and the police throughout the country to
extend protection to such couples against harassment and initiate action against those who
resorted to or instigated violence. Writing the judgment, Justice Katju said: "The caste system is a
curse on the nation and the sooner it is destroyed, the better. In fact, it is dividing the nation at a
time when we have to be united to face the challenges before the nation. Hence, inter-caste
marriages are in fact in the national interest, as they will result in destroying the caste system.
However, disturbing news is coming from several parts that young men and women who unite in
inter-caste marriages are threatened with violence, or violence is actually committed on them."
Expressing anguish, the Bench said: "Such acts of violence or threats or harassment are wholly
illegal and those who commit them must be severely punished. This is a free and democratic
country and once a person becomes a major he or she can marry whosoever he or she likes. If
the parents of the boy or girl do not approve of an inter-caste or inter-religious marriage, the
maximum they can do is to cut off social relations with the son or the daughter, but they cannot
give threats or commit or instigate acts of violence and cannot harass the person who opts for
inter-caste or inter-religious marriage.” (The Hindu 8/7/06)

Mukhiya beaten up for using a chair (2)

Patna: A mukhiya (village head) belonging to a Scheduled Caste was beaten up in Bihar's
Bhojpur district for sitting on a chair in front of upper caste men. The victim, Sughar Paswan, is a
retired school teacher and was elected mukhiya in the just completed panchayat elections. So
terrified was the teacher, that he approached the police on Sunday evening to inform them of the
incident that had taken place on July 5. "l was presiding over a gram sabha meeting at Haswadih
village to review the list of those living below poverty line (BPL) when some youth belonging to
the upper caste came in. They asked me to get down of the chair and sit on the floor," the victim
told the police. Later in the evening, when he visited the local market, some youths bashed him
and tore his cloths, reported our correspondent. (Asian Age 11/7/06)

RSS: Only dalits can lead Hindus (2)

New Delhi, July 23: In a significant move, the RSS has asked the Hindu community to organise
themselves under dalit leadership and said that "good Hindus" were present in all political parties.
It also said that "all governments" had worked against the sentiments of the majority community,
but not the 1998-2004 NDA governments. "Hindu society can (rise) if they start viewing dalits as
Ram and Hanuman, touch their feet...Only dalits and the deprived can uplift us," says the RSS
organ Panchjanya. (Asian Age 24/7/06)

Rs 25,000 reward for inter-caste marriages (2)

Patna, July 27: Every district of Bihar will soon have hoardings, banners and posters advertising a
cash reward of Rs 25,000 for those who marry outside their caste. It is not a new scheme of the
government, but an attempt to find out couples who marry outside their castes. The amount will
be given in the form of a National Savings Certificate to eligible couples who furnish proof of their
castes and that it is their first marriage. "There are provisions of a reward to solemnise inter-caste
marriage. The Supreme Court had recently asked for the promotion of inter-caste marriages, but
hardly any couple turns up to claim the reward in Bihar. The amount has remained unspent for
years," said Vijay Prakash, Bihar welfare secretary. He said the government’s advertisement
campaign will not only promote inter-caste marriages but would also ask eligible couples to claim
the reward. A sum of Rs 10 lakhs was earmarked for this in the last fiscal and it has been
increased to Rs 11 lakhs for the current fiscal. Mr Prakash said reports from the district have
revealed that only nine have applied for the cash reward so far. In Purnia district, eight couples
claimed the award. There were no claimants in Katihar, Araria and Kishanganj districts. (Asian
Age 28/7/06)

Industry unveils ‘concrete’ plans for Dalits (2)
Chennai : The Indian industry on Friday came out with an action plan for affirmative action in
favour of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes and took pains to clarify that its ‘concrete’



steps for the upliftment of these classes were not aimed at pre-empting any legislation on
reservation in the private sector. The action plan, jointly prepared by the Confederation of Indian
Industry and Assocham, proposes that industry will ensure greater representation for SC/ST
candidates in its recruitment at all levels, and 'expects the efforts to become visible within the
next year'. The plan also envisages that larger companies will 'mentor and create' at least one
entrepreneur from SCs and STs a year, and in the first year, hundred such entrepreneurs will be
created, and the figure would be scaled in the future. 'This certainly is not to pre-empt any law but
only an articulation of our responsibility to address a social issue whose time has come,' said ClI
President R. Seshasayee told a press conference, at which he released the report along with J. J.
Irani, chairman of the Cll Task Force on Affirmative Action. At the same time, Seshasayee made
it clear that industry did not favour any legislation on the subject as 'it will not be the right way to
achieve social equity'. Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, to whom the report was given on
Thursday, had responded 'positively' after going through the proposals quickly, he added. Dr.
Irani said though there was no fear of legislation behind the report, the prospects of legislation on
reservation in the private sector had actually receded after the industry came out with its own
voluntary action programme. The two industry leaders do not favour any target for SC/ST
recruitments, as that would amount to introducing reservation. (Pioneer 29/7/06)

Caste remark Accused told to teach 15 kids (2)

New Delhi: A retired principal of Kendriya Vidyalaya school, who faced trial under the Scheduled
Caste and Scheduled Tribe (SC/ST) Act for allegedly passing casteist remarks against a lady
teacher, was absolved of the charges on Friday but on the condition of giving free tuitions to the
children belonging to the SC/ST community. Justice A K Sikri quashed the criminal case against
V P Garg while asking him to teach 10 children from the SC/ST category and five students from
the general category. Garg has to give regular tuitions classes to the 15 students till March next
year. Although the offence under the SC/ST Act is hon-compoundable and envisages a minimum
punishment of six months, the high court exercised its extra-jurisdictional power to quash the
case. Justice Sikri set Garg free on account of his background wherein he has never faced a
criminal case in the past. However, the condition of giving free tuition classes was incorporated in
the order to achieve the aim and objectives of the Act. Justice Sikri also appointed the ACP of the
area, where the case was registered, to supervise Garg. The complainant has to prepare the list
of 15 students who shall go to Garg for the free classes. A case under the SC/ST Act was
registered under Garg in 1998. At the time of the alleged offence, he worked with Kendriya
Vidyalaya, Pitampura. However, the ordeal of facing trial for eight years forced him to
compromise the matter with the complainant. Garg gave an unconditional apology to the teacher,
who in return agreed to withdraw the case. On Friday, the two appeared before the court of i
Justice Sikri. Even the Delhi Police counsel did not object to the compromise despite the offence
being non-compoundable. State prosecutor M N Dudeja, however, urged the court to ensure that
guashing of the FIR should not deliver an erroneous impression. (Times of India 29/7/06)

DU SC/ST teachers form own panel (2)

New Delhi: A section of DU teachers constituted the DU schedule caste/schedule tribe teachers'
association on Friday. This panel claims to be a platform to put forth grievances of SC/ST
teachers. According to the association members, discrimination prevails in the university as far as
appointment and promotion of SC/ST teachers is concerned and the body would work towards
this cause. "Even though the university ordinance talks about policy reservations for SC/STs at
the teaching posts, it has not been implemented," said Dhani Ram, president of the newly-
constituted body He added, "The varsity has not appointed a single principal or a HOD from the
reserved category and even out of 1,100 lecturers, there are only 27 SC/ST teachers who have
been appointed at the post." The university officials, however, disagree and say they didn't get
deserving candidates from the reserved category. "A number of posts are lying vacant. Either the
candidates have not cleared the National Eligibility Test (NET) or they have not done their PhD,
so it. is not possible to appoint them. Also, we do not get any applications for subjects like maths,
computer science, physics, chemistry, botany, economics among some others," said a senior
university official. Teachers from the non-reserved category echoed similar views. "There is no
discrimination as we follow the roster as laid by DU for appointing and promoting teachers. We



take care of every teacher's grievances," said Bidyut Chakraborty, HoD of political science.
(Times of India 29/7/06)

Centre mulls mother's SC status for children (2)

New Delhi : The Centre is inching towards according the status of Scheduled Castes to children
born to an SC woman married to a non-SC. Union Social Justice and Empowerment Ministry has
sought the opinion of the National Commission for Scheduled Castes on the matter before the
enactment of the law to fructify the move. "The matter would come up for deliberations and
discussion in the coming meeting of the Commission. There is an opinion in favour of granting SC
status and resultant benefits to the children whose fathers are from the non-SC category," an
official in the Commission said. Ministry's move would entitle the children of a non-SC father and
SC mother to be treated as SC, and get all benefits as per the Government rules. Ministry
sources said the proposal would be placed before the Cabinet for consideration and approval as
soon as the opinion from the Commission is received. According to the Ministry officials, the
Constitution needs to be amended to accord the SC status to such children. The officials referred
to a Supreme Court judgment in December 2005 to bring home the point. The court held that an
upper caste Hindu woman cannot get SC/ST status just because she marries a man from that
community and she can't claim the benefit of reservation. A Bench comprising Justice SB Sinha
and PK Balasubramanyan had said: "No person who is not an SC/ST by birth will be deemed a
member of SC/ST merely because he or she marries a person belonging to SC/ST." ..... (Pioneer
2/8/06)

JNUSU condemns “caste abuse' incident (2)

NEW DELHI: Jawaharlal Nehru University Students' Union (JNUSU) has condemned the alleged
incident of "caste abuse" and "violence" against Saurabh Kamal, a first year B.A Spanish student,
on Tuesday night. The Union has charged the administration of trying to suppress the "caste
abuse" factor. "We have been told by the police that the administration asked them not to mention
caste abuse. We have also decided to approach the SC/ST Commission, Human Rights
Commission and Minister of Human Resource Development," said Anand, convenor of School of
International Studies at JNUSU. ldentifying the people they believe are behind the incident,
JNUSU claims that the main instigator Mahendra Singh Chauhan, who is not a student anymore,
has many complaints against him, but no action has been taken against him. "Saurabh took his
brother Amritashva, a former student, to Mahendra to ask him to stop harassing him. Mahendra
gathered a mob and then beat them outside Lohit Hostel," said Anand. "This incident is one in the
long list of incident involving violence, threat and intimidation initiated by Chauhan and others in
the University over the last year or so. Chauhan already has several cases pending against him,
ranging from physical assault, threats to using abusive language in the University. However, the
JNU administration has not taken action against him so far,” the Union has charged. While an
enquiry has been set up by the administration into the incident, JNUSU has charged the Vice-
Chancellor of deliberately denying its demand on including a member of the Equal Opportunity
Office on this committee. "The refusal by the Vice-Chancellor to acknowledge that caste abuse is
the central factor in this case is a cause of great concern to JNUSU as it goes completely against
the socially sensitive character of our University," stated a press statement issued by JNUSU.
(The Hindu 4/8/06)

Govt employees accused of blocking SC/ST recruitment (2)

Bhopal : Government officials in Madhya Pradesh are not following guidelines set for the
recruitment of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes candidates, according to Dalit leaders
The State Government has launched special drive to benefit people of SC/ST, but the officials are
not working accordingly, they said. As per the rules, the aspirants are given one month's time for
applying for the desired posts in different districts. But the candidates are being provided only four
to seven days' time for the purpose, they added. Similar situation prevails in Woman and Child
Development department, Betul, Polytechnic Jabalpur, District Collectorate, Khargone, said
another local. He said t