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PM to highlight minority welfare schemes in Parliam ent (7)

New Delhi, January 17: The UPA Government plans to highlight its achievements in specific
schemes for minorities during the forthcoming Budget session of Parliament. As a follow up to the
recommendations of the Sachar Committee, Prime Minister Manmohan Singh on Thursday
reviewed the implementation of such schemes during a high-level meeting. Sources said that
during the meeting, attended by ministers A R Antulay, Arjun Singh, P Chidamabaram, Jaipal
Reddy, Raghuvansh Prasad Singh and Kumari Shailja, the Ministry of Minority Affairs made a
presentation on the achievements in the schemes under PM’'s 15-point programme for the
welfare of minorities. The PM then instructed his principal secretary to get the Government's
achievements in such schemes highlighted and presented during the Budget session. The
Government had identified 15 specific schemes and action points under PM’'s 15-point
programme for the welfare of minorities. Under the programme, the Government had earmarked
15 per cent of resources under the welfare schemes for minorities. Given UPA Government'’s
proclaimed commitment to the welfare of the aam aadmi, the PM also reviewed the progress on
the implementation of Government’s social security initiative for the unorganised sector. (Indian
Express 18/1/08)

Quota, not religious intolerance, behind Orissa vio lence: NCM (7)

| New Delhi: Quota politics and not religious intolerance was behind recent violence involving
attack on churches in Orissa. This startling fact has been brought out by the report of a high-level
team of the National Commission for Minorities (NCM) that visited the spot. The team, which
included two members of the Commission - Dileep Padagaonkar and Prof Zoya Hasan-among
others, found that it was the love for 'quota’ among the Christian converts that led to widespread
violence, in the process leaving several injured and many killed. The minority panel has
concluded that the clash among 'some Christian groups' for quota was of one the main reasons
that led to the burning of churches and attacks on fellow brethren professing one common
religion. The second "important factor for the violence was the anti-conversion campaign
conducted by the VHP and the Sangh Parivar for the last few years', the report said. Violence had
broken out at a large-scale on the Christmas eve in Phulbani, Daringbadi, Bamunigaon and
Baliguda. "The NCM delegation found that one of the main reasons for the outbreak of violence
was the long simmering Kui-Pana conflict. Panas are asking for inclusion in the ST category to
benefit from reservation, to which Kuis are opposed,” NCM chairman Mohammad Shafi Qureshi
told the mediapersons on Thursday. Panas are SC Christian converts, and hence are not entitled
to quota as per the Constitutional provisions, while Kuis, ST Christian converts, enjoy quota in
both the Government services and academic institutions. This is what pitted Panas against Kuis.
"It is basically fight for share in the quota cake. It is an old issue, involving the two communities.
The Kui tribals claim that Panas are different from them, and should not be allowed to get ST
status,” Mrityunjay Nayak, member, National Commission for Scheduled Castes (NCSC), said.
Experts feel that the violent quota brawl in Orissa is the repletion of what was happening in
Andhra Pradesh, where the two powerful SC groups have locked their horns against one another
on the issue of sharing the quota booty. The Madigas, the majority Scheduled Caste group in the
State with 68-lakh population have accused Malas, the second largest group of SC, of usurping
their share in reservation by grabbing all opportunities. The Ministry has decided to set up a
committee headed by a retired judge of the Supreme Court to suggest ways to deal with such
problem. The fight for quota within the quota simply brings forth the lacunas in the country's
reservation policy that does not guarantee that the benefits of quota reach the needy first. If



Madigas are the major beneficiaries in Andhra Pradesh, Meenas get away with the lion's share in
the quota cake of STs. .......... (Piineer 18/1/08)

Debate rages on minority status criteria (7)

New Delhi, Jan. 20: The debate on what should be the basis for determining the minority status of
a community continues. It should be determined at the national level is the opinion of some in the
minority community. State should be the unit for deciding on the minority status of a community,
say others among the minorities. The latest to join the chorus of those not in favour of it is the
standing committee of the National Committee for Minorities Education. In its recent periodic
report, the standing committee has said in no uncertain terms that the granting of minority status
using the state as a unit "will create a chaotic situation". It fears that if state is indeed made the
unit, "Muslims will become ineligible for minority privileges in J&K, Christians in Nagaland,
Mizoram and Meghalaya and Sikhs in Punjab." It also observes, "The minority students of these
states will not be able to remain entitled to admission in other states of India when they will be
deprived of the national minority status." The standing committee which has been visiting various
states and interacting with minority community people says that "minorities are perturbed about
this move." The move is a reference to the UPA government’s move to amend the Constitution
(One Hundred and third Amendment) Bill, 2004 which seeks to change the manner in which
minority status is determined from the present where the nation and not the state is the unit. Such
a change, for instance, will mean that Sikhs who are presently considered a minority even in
Punjab where their population is in majority will no longer carry the minority tag in that state. And
Christians in northeastern states where they are in a majority too will be deprived of their minority
status if state becomes the basic determining factor. According to sources in the ministry of
minority affairs, the Union Cabinet has approved the note for the Cabinet to move the
amendments to the amendment bill. But with objections having been received by the government
to the many changes proposed through this Bill, the Union ministry of law and justice is reported
to be looking into the matter at present. The National Commission had called a meeting of MPs
belonging to the minorities early in December to discuss the "definition of minorities". The NCM
while pointing out that the term "minority" has not been defined either in the Constitution or in
other legislation had said that the National Commission for Minorities Act, 1992 defines "minority"
as a "community notified as such by the Central government”. It also drew attention to a Supreme
Court judgement and said, "Since Indian states have been reorganised on linguistic lines,
therefore, for the purpose of determining the minority, the unit will be state and not whole of
India." Among the MPs present at the meeting was Asaduddin Owaisi of the Majlis-e-Ittehadul
Muslimeen (MIM), who told this paper on Sunday, "The state should be the unit. How can you
have the nation as a unit. Even the Supreme Court has said so clearly." According to Mr Owaisi,
where the minorities are in a majority, as is the case of Sikhs in Punjab or Christians in Nagaland,
there are greater chances of them not facing any discrimination. Stating that minority status is
basically meant to protect the community and prevent discrimination, he noted that constitutional
safeguards are needed only when there is discrimination. (Asian Age 21/1/08)

'Software shakhas' draw IT pros to RSS (7)

The Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh is adding colour to India's booming IT sector: saffron.
Efforts to induct young, upwardly mobile IT professionals into its fold have gained momentum in
"cybercities" across the country: from Pune to Hyderabad, and from Chennai to Noida. RSS is
drawing young professionals in substantial numbers in these cities to events called "IT Milans"
with the ultimate aim of using the networking skills of the young to spread its message. These
"software shakhas" contain everything - from power-point presentations on RSS's community
work to yoga. In fact, video conferences will soon be added to this list. IT professionals gather
once a week in these cities and their numbers are rising. "The first software shakha was held in
Bangalore in 2003-04. It's a new experiment to connect with emerging sections of professionals,"
says Ram Madhav, former RSS spokesman. "At the Pune IT Milan, more than 1,000 turned up,
which isn't a bad number." "The number of youths joining IT companies is increasing. We've
introduced IT Milan to groom professionals towards RSS's way of thinking," says Pune-based
Katcheshwar Sahane, western Maharashtra prant sanghachalak of RSS. (The Times of India
28/1/08)



RSS looks to increase activities in colleges (7)

The RSS has launched "software shakhas" in a move to induct young, upwardly mobile IT
professionals into its fold. IT Milans aren't typical shakhas involving exercise and games. "These
are get-togethers where issues before the nation, its culture and religion, are discussed. We've
been looking for professional brains and the Pune IT sector has the potential to provide it," said
Sahane. The Pune pracharaks are now planning IT Milans in Kolhapur and Solapur. In
Bangalore, the participation of young IT pros and students has reached what the pracharaks call
a "respectable 2,000". They conduct 28 IT Milans a week at various locations. Many of these
professionals are also volunteering to go into rural areas in Karnataka and work with Vanvasi
Kalyan Ashram, an RSS outfit which focuses on tribal development. "What has also helped," says
Ram Madhav, "is the relaxation in the rules of our uniform. The new lot of IT volunteers no longer
come in khaki shorts. We are now focussing on increasing our activities in colleges." "There are
many groups of RSS-minded IT youths who hold regular meetings. It's an informal step towards
inculcating the RSS thought in young minds," says Niranjan Phadke, an IT professional. Unlike
the traditional shakhas on open grounds, the shakhas these days aren't "visible" says Madhav,
which has led to the erroneous impression that these are dwindling. "We are now appointing
vidyarthi pramukhs at various levels to get the youth involved in our ideas," he says. (Times of
India 28/1/08)

Communal forces trying to create hatred: AIDWA (7)

NEW DELHI: The All-India Democratic Women’s Association (AIDWA) organised a human chain
here to uphold communal harmony and strengthen social justice on Wednesday, Martyrs Day.
Women assembled at Parliament Street to pay homage to the martyrs who fought for freedom
from British imperialism and recalled the sacrifices made by freedom fighters in the struggle for a
democratic, secular and equitable India. In a resolution, the AIDWA recalled the assassination of
Mahatma Gandhi by “Hindu fundamentalist forces,” and expressed deep concern over the
attempts being made by communal forces to create hatred and disharmony and undermine the
rights of all communities to life without violence. The attacks on Christians in Orissa by the
Rashtriya Swayamsewak Sangh (RSS) in the aftermath of the Gujarat election results were a
dangerous portent of what was in store if the secular parties, organisations and other voices did
not assert themselves and fight the communal forces in a sustained manner, the resolution said.
(The Hindu 31/1/08)

Approval to scholarship scheme for minorities (7)

New Delhi, Jan. 30: The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs on Wednesday cleared a pre-
matric scholarship scheme for students belonging to the minority communities the outlay for
which is a huge sum of Rs 1,868.50 crores during the Eleventh Five Year Plan (2007-12). And
while the UPA government may tout this scholarship as one born only out of concern for the
educational status of the minorities, it will surely be hoping to tap the minority votebank,
particularly the substantial Muslim population in the country, through this announcement. This
scheme is the fourth one that has been announced by the government in the last few months, all
targeting the minority communities. Among the ones announced earlier by the government is the
"Post matric Scholarship" which is meant for students belonging to the economically weaker
sections of the minority communities. Then there is the "Merit Cum Means Scholarship Scheme"
for minority community students as also the "Free Coaching and Allied Scheme". Of the amount
approved for the scheme, Rs 1,408.40 crores will be borne by the Centre while the remaining Rs
460.10 crores will be shared by the states. In the case of Union Territories, they would be
provided 100 per cent Central assistance. The scheme is to be launched during the financial year
2007-08. The scheme envisages the giving away of 25 lakh scholarships during the Eleventh
Plan. The scholarships will be awarded to students belonging to the minority communities for
studies in India in government or private schools from Class 1 to Class 12. The scholarship will
also cover those minority students studying in residential government institutes and eligible
private institutes selected and notified in a transparent manner by the state governments/UTs
concerned. Keeping in mind the need to encourage girls to get an education, 30 per cent of the
scholarships will be earmarked for girl students of each minority community in a state/UT. The



scholarship will be transferable to boy students only if eligible girl students are not available. The
maximum ceiling of tuition fee entitlement would be Rs 350 per month, subject to actuals. The
rates of maintenance allowance would be Rs 600 per month for hostellers from Class 6 onwards,
subject to actuals and Rs 100 per month for day-scholars from class | onwards. Admission fee
from Class 6 onwards would be Rs 500 per annum subject to actuals. (Asian Age 31/1/08)

Minorities should be treated on par with SCs, STs(  7)

New Delhi : A symposium-Need for minority sub-plan-to discuss issues related to the future of
minorities in the contemporary context was organised at the Jamia Milia University on Tuesday in
which Members of Parliament cutting across party lines were invited to share their views.
Organised by the KR Narayanan Centre for Dalit and Minorities Studies the symposium was
chaired by P. S. Krishnan, Advisor, Ministry of Human Resource and Development. Members of
Parliament Mohammad Salim (CPIM), JD Seelam (INC), llias Azmi (BSP) among others
participated. "Issues related to the future of minorities has acquired importance in the backdrop of
the Sachar Commission report and there is a wide-ranging consensus across the political
spectrum that the Muslims in particular have received step-motherly treatment. It is extremely
important that the interests of the minorities be protected in accordance with the provisions of the
Constitution," said Mushirul Hasan, Vice-Chancellor, Jamia Milia Islamia University. (Pioneer
27/2/08)

Gujarat minorities facing 'marginalisation’: Activi sts (7)

AHMEDABAD: The minorities in post-Godhra Gujarat are facing "marginalisation" and problems
in getting employment and admission to educational institutions, social activists have told UN
Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion Asma Jehangir in Ahmedabad. At a confidential
meeting with the human rights activist from Pakistan, who arrived in Gujarat's capital on Saturday
on a two-day visit to the state, social activists, lawyers and academicians apprised her of the
prevailing atmosphere of "mistrust” between communities and "marginalisation” of minorities by
the "power that be", sources said. At a meeting under the aegis of All-India Christian Council,
they also told her about the instances of "early warning signs" that were "ignored" by authorities
in Gujarat prior to the Godhra riots. The schedule of the meeting was changed on more than one
occasion as it was dependent on the time of appointment of Jehangir with Chief Minister
Narendra Modi. Those invited to the meeting told Jehangir, who was accompanied by another UN
official, about the problems minorities were facing in getting employment and admissions in
educational institutions in Gujarat. They said Muslims were viewed with "suspicion" and
madrassas were constantly under watch as they were viewed as the breeding ground for
terrorists. The activists said even the police, judiciary and the media were not free from
"stereotype beliefs" about the minorities and carried "prejudices" against them. They said as
many 900 victims of the 2002 violence have not received their compensation cheques. (Times of
India 9/3/08)

Guijarat withdraws Freedom of Religion Amendment Bil I (7)

GANDHINAGAR, MARCH 10: The state Government was forced to withdraw the Gujarat
Freedom of Religion (Amendment) Bill, 2006 in the Assembly on Monday after Governor Nawal
Kishore Sharma returned it on February 20 for reconsideration. However, the Government
decided to retain the Gujarat Freedom of Religion Act, 2003. While the Bill was withdrawn
unanimously, the Opposition registered protest over not being given a chance to discuss the
withdrawal of the Bill. The Bill had sought to replace Section 2(B) of the Gujarat Freedom of
Religion Act, 2003 with a new clause defining the expression "convert" along with explanations.
The provision in the amendment sought to clarify illustratively that Jains and Buddhists were to be
construed as denominations of Hinduism, Shia and Sunni as denominations of Islam and Catholic
and Protestant as denominations of Christianity. "The provisions shall not apply to inter-
denomination conversion of the same religion," it said. The Buddhist and Jain communities had
raised objection to this when the Bill was introduced in 2006. Returning the Bill for re-
consideration, the Governor had observed that Jainism and Buddhism had been recognised as
religions and Jainism had been regarded as a 'special religion' formed on the basis of



quintessence of Hinduism by the Supreme Court. "Although for the purpose of many personal
laws, Jains and Hindus have been treated alike, it is not because they are denominations of
Hinduism," the Governor had said, adding that the proposed amendment would be in violation of
Article 25 of the Constitution of India as it impaired the freedom of conscience and protection
against forced conversion. On the move to withdraw the Bill, Leader of the Opposition in the
Assembly, Shaktisinh Gohil said the withdrawal move was brought on a day when no Bills were to
be discussed, adding that at least two days should be allowed to discuss its withdrawal. Minister
of State for Home Amit Shah countered this, saying that the Bill could be withdrawn at any stage
and that there was no scope for discussion on this. Health Minister Jay Narayan Vyas said the
House was fully competent to withdraw the Bill. To this, Arjun Modhwadia of Congress said there
could be discussion to amend, withdraw or seek legal opinion on the Governor's remark. Speaker
Ashok Bhatt ruled that there could be scope for discussion only when the Government wanted to
amend the Bill. (Indian Express 11/3/08)

Rajasthan re-introduces religious freedom Bill (7)

JAIPUR: The Bharatiya Janata Party Government in the State on Thursday re-introduced the
Rajasthan Religious Freedom Bill (Rajasthan Dharma Swatantrata Bill) in the Assembly,
described by many as a draconian measure when it was first introduced. The Bill, introduced by
Home Minister G. C. Kataria, has almost the same tone, tenor and text as the previous legislation
by the same name passed by the Assembly on April 7, 2006. That Act is now awaiting assent of
the President. The new Bill is slated for discussion and passage in the State Assembly next
Thursday (March 20). During her tenure as Rajasthan Governor, Pratibha Patil — now the
President in New Delhi -- had returned the Act to the State Government in May 2006 asking it to
get it cleared from the President of India (then A.P.J. Abdul Kalam) first. After receiving it back
from the Governor, the State Government had forwarded it to the President for his approval.
Since then it has been pending there. “A Bill to provide for prohibition of conversion from one
religion to another by the use of force or allurement or by fraudulent means and for matters
incidental thereto,” says the introductory paragraph of the Bill, which has only minor deviations
from the text of the Act pending before the President. The statement of objectives and reasons
remain the same as: “It has been observed by the State Government that some religious
institutions and individuals are found to be involved in unlawful conversion from one religion to
another by allurement or by fraudulent means or forcibly which at times has caused annoyance in
the community belonging to other religion. The inter-religion fabric is weakened by such illegal
activities and causes law and order problem for the law enforcing machinery of the State. “In
order to curb such illegal activities and to maintain harmony amongst of various religions it has
been considered expedient to enact a special law for the purpose.” “Introducing a second Bill on
the same subject while the first is pending assent of the President of India is not valid. The State
has not withdrawn the previous Act,” pointed out senior Congress MLA Harimohan Sharma, who
had fought the previous legislation within the Assembly and outside. “The fate of the present
legislation would not be any different from the previous one and deservingly so,” he said. The
minor changes in the proposed legislation include one on 30 days’ notice to the District
Magistrate from a person “intending to convert from one religion to another”. The DM then would
get the matter enquired into. However, in the case of a person reverting back to his original
religion no such notice is required. The new draft has also brought down the minimum
punishment to one-year simple imprisonment from the previous minimum of two years. The
maximum punishment could be three years and a fine which could extend up to Rs.25,000.
However, in the case of the offence committed in respect of a minor, a woman or a person
belonging to a Scheduled Caste or Scheduled Tribe, the minimum punishment would be two
years’ which could be extended to five years and a fine up to Rs.50,000. (The Hindu 14/3/08)

Cabinet okays sops for minorities, tribals (7)

New Delhi, March 27 : The Union Cabinet on Thursday approved a slew of welfare measures for
minority communities and tribal girls, besides allocating a substantial amount to a dedicated fund
to implement various social and infrastructure development schemes launched by it. The projects
were cleared at a meeting of Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh. Topping the list is a centrally-sponsored scheme — Multi-sectoral



Development Programme (MsDP), first reported by The Indian Express last December. As per
the programme, Rs 3,780 crore will be spend for various development schemes in 90 minority
concentrated districts in the country, during the Eleventh Plan. The scheme would even allow
funding for critical infrastructure projects like roads, basic health facilities, ICDS centres, and skill
development which are already funded through separate schemes. However, the release of funds
to the state governments under the scheme is conditional upon the respective state’s
commitment to constitute state and district level committees for the implementation of Prime
Minister's 15-point programme for minorities. The CCEA also approved continuation of a
dedicated fund — Social and Infrastructure Development Fund — beyond 2007-08, to fund
Government’s social sector initiatives, which include upgradation of 1,396 ITls, training of
farmers, employment of physically challenged etc. It also approved a revised scheme to ensure
better education for tribal girls in 54 districts. These are districts with more than 25 per cent tribal
population whose female literacy is below 35 per cent. In fact, even blocks from other districts but
with above characteristics would also be covered under the scheme. He assistance per girl
student has been increased from Rs 9,000 per annum to Rs 26,000 per annum recurring
expenditure. The scheme will be launched from April this year. Meanwhile, as part of its ‘Look
East Policy,’ the Government authorised the RBI to sign the proposed currency swap agreement
with the Bank of Japan to exchange an amount of $3 billion for mitigating short-term balance of
payment problem. ... (Indian Express 28/3/08)

SC status for Dalit Muslims, Dalit Christians favou red (7)

NEW DELHI: A study commissioned by the National Commission for Minorities has suggested
extension of reservation to Dalit Muslims and Dalit Christians. Bringing them under the ambit of
the constitutional safeguards that are available to other Scheduled Castes would “not only right a
wrong” but also remove an “indefensible anomaly in our politico-legal system that can legitimately
be construed as discriminatory,” it said. Titled “Dalits in the Muslim and Christian Communities: A
Status Report on Current Social Scientific Knowledge,” the study is based on National Sample
Survey Organisation data and other studies on the status of Dalit Muslims and Christians. The
study says that there could be no doubt that Dalit Muslims and Christians are socially known and
treated as distinct groups within their own religious communities. (The Hindu 5/4/08)

State Commission for Minorities sought (7)

PUDUCHERRY: The minorities’ wing of the Puducherry Pradesh Congress Committee on
Sunday urged the government to take immediate steps to constitute a separate State
Commission for the Minorities to ensure their welfare. Shortly after a meeting of the functionaries
of the wing held at the party office, PCC chief A.V.Subramanian told reporters that through a
resolution, it urged the government to provide reservation for the minorities in education and
employment. Such internal quota system had been implemented in certain States, the resolution
said. The meeting also urged the government to implement a special component plan for the
minorities so that 16 per cent of the budgetary allocations could be used for their welfare. Another
resolution called for setting up a separate welfare board for the minorities in the Union Territory.
The wing commended the United Progressive Alliance government for earmarking Rs.1,000 crore
in the Union Budget for the welfare of the minorities. It expressed its gratitude to Chief Minister
N.Rangasamy for setting up a panel to monitor the implementation of the Prime Minister's 15-
point programme for the welfare of the minorities in the Union Territory. The meeting was
presided over by chairman of the minorities’ wing Louis Kannaya. (The Hindu 28/4/08)

Minority welfare plan to be reviewed (7)

New Delhi, May 1: The government directed the Cabinet Secretary to review the implementation
of the showcase programme of the Prime Minister, his 15-point programme on the welfare of
minorities in 2007-08, on Thursday. After receiving the status report on the programme till March
31 2007, the Union Cabinet at its meeting chaired by Prime Minister Manmohan Singh asked the
Cabinet Secretary to review the progress for the current financial year. "The Cabinet Secretary
has been directed to review the implementation in 2007-08 and bring a report as early as
possible," finance minister P. Chidambaram told reporters. The programme seeks to enhance
education opportunities and ensure equitable share of minorities in economic activities and



employment. It also seeks to improve the living conditions of minorities and take effective steps
for prevention and control of communal riots. The Cabinet gave its approval to obtain full
membership of IOM, an inter-governmental organisation dealing with the issue of migration. The
Cabinet gave its, in principle, approval to establish a national police university for quality
education, research and other related academic activities in police related subjects, including
competence in the areas of the physical and social sciences. The Union Cabinet gave its
declaration of the year 2008-2009 as "food safety and quality year". The initiative will ensure safe,
healthy and sustainable food supply, bring about awareness amongst consumers to demand safe
and quality food as well as promote practice of good hygiene amongst consumers, producers and
processors. The Centre also approved the introduction of a Limited Liability Partnership Bill, 2008
in the Parliament by replacing the Limited Partnership Bill, 2006. The proposed bill would facilitate
creation of another corporate structure which would further enable growth of the economy. The
Employees State Insurance Act 1948 will be amended as the Cabinet gave its approval to the bill.
The Cabinet also gave its approval to move official amendments in the Code of Criminal
Procedure (Amendment) Bill, 2006, introduced in the Rajya Sabha on 23rd August, 2006 based
on the suggestions of the Parliament standing committee on home affairs in its 128th report
presented on 16th August, 2007. The suggestions contained in the report of the parliamentary
committee on home affairs will improve the administration of criminal justice system. (Asian Age
2/5/08)

Can't lay uniform guidelines for minority instituti ons, says Govt (7)

New Delhi, May 8: The Government has replied in the negative to the recommendation made by
the National Commission for Minorities for uniform national guidelines to determine minority
status of educational institutions. The NCM had made this suggestion in a meeting with the
Human Resources Development Ministry last month. In that meeting, the NCM had argued that
the right to determine minority status of a community must be vested with the Union Government
to avoid state-wise discrepancies. Government has no intention to lay down procedures for
uniform guidelines for determining minority status of communities. “The Central Government can’t
lay down procedures to be followed by states for the issuance of minority certificates by them,”
the HRD Ministry said in a written reply to the NCM. The matter is within the competence and
jurisdiction of state governments where the Central Government can't intervene, it said. The NCM
had pointed out that universities often refuse to affiliate minority institutions located outside the
state. In its reply, the HRD Ministry has said that the National Commission for Minority
Educational Institutions has been empowered to grant minority status certification wherever it is
proved that such certification has been denied without reason and minority rights have been
violated. However, the NCM is far from convinced. “We are of the view that the Government of
India must have a final say on determining the minority status of a community. We can see that
regional politics plays a key role in determining minority status of a particular community, which is
not fair,” said Harcharan Singh Josh, member of the NCM. The NCM had made recommendation
for making the right to determine minority status of a community a Central subject, citing the case
of the Jains. The NCM had pointed out that the state governments of Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand have notified Jains as ‘minority’, in accordance
with the provisions of respective State Minority Commissions Act. But this status is denied to the
community in other states. Such a disparity creates problems for both the communities and the
state governments. Meanwhile, inclusion of Jains in the list of notified minorities is still an issue
before the Government. The NCM has given a favourable reply in this regard. However, the
Government is going slow on taking a decision, as the community itself is divided over the issue.
Those who oppose the inclusion of Jains in the minority list are of the view that Jains may have a
separate system of belief but as a community Jains are Hindus only. (Indian Express 9/5/08)

NCM wants minority body in Orissa (7)

New Delhi, May 14: The National Commission for Minorities (NCM) wants Orissa to set up a
State Minorities Commission in the state. The suggestion comes following a recent visit by the
NCM vice-chairman Michael Pinto to the state. In his suggestions following the visit, Mr Pinto has
said that a minorities commission armed with suitable powers and responsibilities must be
established as soon as possible in Orrisa. Mr Pinto in his report has also said that the state



government should immediately extend the policy of giving relief and assistance for rebuilding
damaged properties to religious establishments that have suffered untold damage in the riots.
This needs to be done on a war footing. This observation has come in the light of the extensive
damage to church and church institutions that occurred in the state some months ago following
clashes between the Hindus and Christians in the Kandhmal district of Orissa. The NCM report
has also suggested amendments to the Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana so that roads can be
built under the scheme to provide access to even small villages. Further, the report has said that
policymakers should try to address the question of the uneven access to the fruits of development
so that economic issues are not allowed to degenerate into communal violence. (Asian Age
15/5/08)

Minority fund unused in UP, Bihar, Gujarat (7)

NEW DELHI: June 22: Mr Narendra Modi's Gujarat has a poor record in terms of fund disbursal
to the minorities. But then so do the non-BJP governments of Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Assam. It
indicates at the irony that despite money being available for disbursal among the minority
communities in these states with the National Minorities Development Finance Corporation
(NMDFC), it has failed to reach the beneficiaries. The NMDFC provides finance to the poor
among the minorities for self-employment. The money is allocated to the states which in turn are
expected to provide loans to minority community members through state channelling agencies
(SCAs). In 2007-08, NMDFC disbursed funds amounting to Rs 144 crores and in 2008-09 the
corporation hopes to touch between Rs 170 and Rs 180 crores. In Gujarat, where Mr Modi has
been CM for the last seven years, not only is the fund utilisation unsatisfactory but even the SCAs
through which concessional finance is to be made available are enervated bodies, starved of
infrastructure and even employees. According to sources, the SCAs in Gujarat have low loan-
recovery rates as they hardly have any field staff to work as recovery agents.It all depends on the
political will of state governments, sources added. The will seems to be lacking in Mr Modi's
Guijarat. Not surprising though with the Gujarat CM criticising the Centre for what he described as
its "communal budgeting during the National Development Council meeting in December 2007.
The situation seems equally bad in Uttar Pradesh which has a substantial Muslim population. So
much so that UP has not even given its equity contribution to the NMDFC for the last three years.
Neither has the state drawn any money from the NMDFC for loan disbursal among the minorities
during this period. Clearly, neither Ms Mayawati's government nor her predecessor Mr Mulayam
Singh Yadav’s government did anything to ensure that the minorities benefited from what they are
entitled to. This is despite both the political leaders claiming to champion the cause of Muslims. In
the case of UP, in fact, the situation is so bad that the state has run up debt arrears amounting to
over Rs 30 crores. this money should have been recovered from the borrowers and returned to
the NMDFC, said sources.(Asian Age (23/6/08)

Minorities got only 5 per cent of Govt jobs: UPAre  port (7)

New Delhi, June 25: The UPA Government may be making tall claims on the minority welfare
front, but a review carried out by the Government itself has found that minority community
members figure a mere 5 per cent of the total direct recruitments made by various ministries last
year. Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, as part of the UPA’s much-touted 15-point programme for
the welfare of minorities, had announced that special consideration would be given to the
recruitment of minorities in Central and state services along with other public sector undertakings.
Following this, the Department of Personnel Training (DoPT) had issued a circular in January
2007, asking all the ministries to consider minority candidates during recruitments in C&D
categories. It also asked the secretaries to ensure that the selection committees have at least one
minority member in it. The circular said that the DoPT intends to soon take up with the state
Governments the issue of hiring more people from minority communities in police force. A Group
of Secretaries (GoS) was formed to review the selection process every six months. The GoS sat
for its first meeting early this month and found that only 5 per cent minority community members
were recruited between April and September 2007. Moreover, half of the ministries had not even
bothered to furnish the GoS with details regarding the appointments they had made over the
period. The Home Ministry figured at the top of the GoS list with 20 per cent recruitment from
minority communities, courtesy Assam Rifles, Border Security Forces and Gorkha Regiment. The



banking sections of the Finance Ministry, Minority Ministry, DoPT and Social Welfare Ministry
weren't far behind with around 10 per cent recruitment from the minority communities. The
Department of Posts under the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting and Railways appeared
at the bottom of the list with a mere three per cent minority recruits. “The GoS feels that only a
few ministries are serious about the directive. The whole recruitment drive seems so farcical,”
said one of the official who is part of the GoM. (Indian Express 26/6/08)

Remove ‘tainted’ judge from Nanavati Commission: Mi nority panel to Modi (7)

New Delhi, July 2: In an unusual move, the National Commission for Minorities (NCM) has asked
Gujarat Chief Minister Narendra Modi to reconsider the appointment of Justice Akshay Mehta in
the Nanavati-Shah Commission, which is probing the communal violence of 2002. The Modi
Government had appointed Mehta — he retired from the Gujarat High Court in December 2007
— as one of the two members of the Commission in April this year following the death of Justice
K G Shah. The decision invited sharp reactions from various quarters since he is believed to have
been instrumental in granting bail to Babu Bajrangi, a former VHP leader, who is the main
accused in the Naroda-Patiya massacre of March 2002 that left at least 89 people dead.
Expressing “anguish and dismay”, the NCM, in a sharply worded letter written to Modi on
Monday, told him to replace Mehta if his Government believes in fair play, justice and impartiality
which are enshrined in the constitution. “These kind of actions will definitely result in minorities
losing confidence in our institution of judicial system and governance,” it says. Stating that
wounds from the carnage of 2002 are yet to heal, the NCM asserted that the presence of a
“tainted” judge like Mehta on the panel would be sure to create a sense of fear, insecurity and
suspicion in the minority community. Citing media reports, the NCM claimed that Justice Mehta
had granted bail to the main accused without even going through the relevant files, whereas his
predecessors had categorically rejected Bajrangi’'s bail application keeping in view the magnitude
of his crimes. (Indian Express 3/7/08)

Govt plans special schemes for Minority Concentrate d Towns (7)

New Delhi, July 3: In yet another “minority friendly” initiative, the UPA Government is charting out
a major socio-economic development programme for Minority Concentrated Towns (MCTs) —
were 25 per cent of their population consists of minorities — across the country. The Ministry of
Minority Affairs (MMA) had recently identified 338 MCTs which are lacking in basic amenities and
are backward in specified socio-economic parameters: literacy rate, female literacy rate, work
participation rate, female work participation rate and percentage of households with pucca walls,
safe drinking water, electricity supply and water-closet latrines. The maximum number of MCTs
are concentrated in UP (72), followed by Maharashtra, Punjab, Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka.
According to an MMA official, the “development deficits” identified in these MCTs would be
addressed by formulating town-specific plans such as providing better infrastructure for schools,
sanitation, pucca housing, drinking water and electricity supply. The Ministry is also in the
process of devising beneficiary-oriented schemes for creating income-generating activities. “The
thrust of the programme would be to address the development deficits brought out by the
baseline survey and to bring the socio-economic and basic amenities’ parameters of the MCTs on
a par with the national average,” said the official. The Government will also provide additional
funds to existing schemes such as Rashtriya Sam Vikas Yojana (RSVY) and Backward Regions'
Grant Fund (BRGF), and will direct implementing agencies to give priority to the MCTs. The
guantum of financial assistance will be estimated on the basis of backwardness parameters and
the size of the minority population, said the official. In addition, the Government will also ask
various ministries and state governments to reserve a prime space to MCTs in their development
initiatives. It has also been decided to prioritise the MCTs in the execution of existing schemes for
infrastructure development like the rural electrification programme and road connectivity. On a
state by state basis, the multi-sectoral MCT development initiative will be overseen by the state-
level committees constituted for the implementation of the Prime Minister’'s 15-point programme
for the welfare of minorities. An Empowered Committee in the MMA will carry out further
monitoring of MCT schemes. (Indian Express 4/7/08)

Cabinet nod to minorities’ welfare plan (7)



New Delhi: July 17: In these times of political uncertainty when the tapping of vote-banks is of
prime importance, the Union Cabinet on Thursday approved the Prime Minister's new 15-point
programme for the welfare of minorities. The ongoing programme is largely targeting the
country’s Muslim community which is also the single largest minority group in the country. What is
being done under the programme was listed in nearly five pages of details ranging from the
notable achievements during 2007-08 to exclusive schemes for the development of minorities,
steps being taken to improve the educational status of minorities and also improve their access to
credit. The programme, incidentally, has drawn from the Sachar report on what needs to be done
for the Muslim community in various fields. In the case of education, for instance, it says that
priority is being given to opening of secondary and senior secondary schools in areas with a high
concentration of Muslims. In higher education, it says that the UGC has been asked to work out
the modalities so that universities recognise educational qualifications obtained from a madarsa.
In the area of credit, it has said that the all public sector banks have been asked to open more
branches in the 90 minority concentration districts and step up lending to minorities from 9 per
cent to 15 per cent. The government says that a baseline survey for identifying the "development
deficits" in the 90 minority concentration districts and it is expected to end by this month-end.
(Asian Age 18/7/08)

Riots in Indore pre-planned’ (7)

Indore, July 15: Alleging that violence in Indore during the July 3 VHP’s "Bharat Bandh" was
"preplanned”, the National Commission for Minorities (NCM) on Tuesday asked the Madhya
Pradesh government to order an impartial inquiry into the riots in which eight persons were killed.
"It seems that some communal elements, in order to disturb peaceful atmosphere, resorted to
large scale violence in a preplanned way," an NCM delegation noted. Led by its chairman
Mohammed Shafi Qureshi, the NCM delegation, which arrived here on a three-day visit, toured
the riot-affected areas in Indore. Mr Qureshi, a former Madhya Pradesh governor, asked the
government to ensure that those involved in the riots are not only exposed but also prosecuted.
Describing Amarnath Yatra as "a symbol of Hindu-Muslim unity”, the NCM chairman regretted
that the allotment of land to the shrine board was communalised and attempts were made to
vitiate atmosphere in the country. The VHP-sponsored shutdown, supported by the ruling BJP,
was called to protest the Jammu and Kashmir government’s decision to cancel the land allotment.
Mr Qureshi also sought protection for the eyewitnesses to the riots on July 3 and 4. About
possible involvement of the banned Students Islamic Movement of India (Simi) in the riots, he
said it was be too early to blame anyone. —PTI (Asian Age 16/7/08)

Being a minority (7)

MINORITY communities in Madhya Pradesh, both Muslim and Christian, have found themselves
the target of sporadic attacks during the almost five years of Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) rule,
with the State generally turning a blind eye to their plight. The latest attacks, coming in the wake
of the violence in Orissa, have been directed against Christians in Gwalior. Christians have
traditionally been safe in the city though in Jhabua, Jabalpur and Bhopal the community has, off
and on, come under attack. On the morning of August 29, when Christian educational institutions
all over the country observed a bandh to protest against the killings in Orissa, churches and
prestigious Christian missionary schools in the heart of Gwalior — St. Paul’s, Carmel Convent, St.
Teresa School, and St. Paul EL School and Church — were stoned by mobs that also damaged
the gates and desecrated crosses and shouted slogans such as “Missionaries Bharat chhodo”
(Missionaries leave India). The next day, newspapers carried photographs of the attacks. Yet, no
arrests were made and no action was taken. Some of the miscreants were reportedly identified as
members of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) and the Bajrang Dal. At St. Paul’'s School, the mob
erected a cross with bricks and wrote abuses on it, said principal Fr. Joyel Sebastian. He believed
that it was lucky that the school was not functioning that day and the gates were closed.
Otherwise, he said, the mob, which shouted slogans like “Burn the missionaries’ robes”, might
have caused substantial damage. The attack on Carmel Convent, where the nuns locked
themselves in, was equally vicious and perhaps all the more scary because the violence in Orissa
had forced some Carmel Convent nuns to run into the forest for safety. Sister Superior Divya
said: “They say Isayio Bharat chhodo. Where will we go? We are Indians, born and brought up



here. Where can we go?” The schools that came under attack have among their students children
of the city’s creamy layer, including senior bureaucrats and politicians. The principal of St. Paul’s
School, where the majority of the 3,650 students are Hindus, was dismayed by the response of
their parents: “| was expecting that 150-160 parents would call me to boost my morale, but no
such thing happened.” Muslims do not seem to feel any safer in the State, either. Ibrahim
Quereshi, former Chairman of the State Minority Commission, who served the commission
continuously from 1994 to 2005, gave some shocking figures. Under the present government, he
said, 42 Muslims had been killed in 135 major incidents in over 23 districts, 5,000 fake cases had
been registered against Muslims, and 1,500 houses and commercial establishments belonging to
Muslims had been burnt. In three places last year, Quereshi said, mosques were burnt and the
Quran was thrown into the fire. Once again, the perpetrators went scot-free and Muslims found
cases registered against them. However, being numerically stronger than the Christians, Muslims
have sometimes hit back with counter-violence, a trend that community leaders do not fully deny.
Qazi Ishrat Ali, the Shahr Qazi of Indore, a communally sensitive area, admitted that the endless
attacks were “poisoning the minds of young people, who have started disregarding the advice of
their elders to remain calm”. (Frontline 10/9/08)

Minority despair will trigger new waves of terror: Chidambaram (7)

NEW DELHI: Union Finance Minister P. Chidambaram on Wednesday warned of “new waves of
terror” if the alienation of the minority communities was not addressed. “There is the challenge of
alienation of the Muslim community and, more recently, of the Christian community. The divide
between Muslims and Hindus is taking new and dangerous forms — ghettoisation, social boycaott,
discrimination in employment and the blurring of lines between state and religion as was seen in
Guijarat. “Out of the hopelessness and despair of the Muslim community — and if not addressed
firmly, the Christian tribal communities too — will rise new waves of terror. There is no other
explanation for the phenomenon of graduates and engineers and doctors — born, educated and
living in India — taking to the path of violence,” Mr. Chidambaram said delivering the Field
Marshal K. M. Cariappa Memorial Lecture here. The issue of economic transformation to sustain
a high growth was “intricately” related to India’s place in the geo-politics of the region. India was
living in a troubled neighbourhood. Its security, consisting of food security, energy security,
financial stability, border security, was impacted by events in the neighbourhood. The ethnic strife
in Sri Lanka had pushed thousands of refugees across the Palk Straits into India. The “near-
failure” of the state in Bangladesh triggered massive migration. Myanmar, while “overtly friendly,”
continued to give shelter to insurgent groups and Pakistan was “implacably opposed” to India.
Nepal remained an “enigma.” Both External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee and Mr.
Chidambaram lauded Field Marshal Cariappa for ensuring the Army’s apolitical stance. In
contrast, Pakistan tryst with destiny ended after 11 years of Independence and Myanmar's
democratic system collapsed after 14 years and the Army took over. In Sri Lanka, when the
crises accentuated it had to switch over in the late 1970s from the parliamentary to presidential
form of government. “For continuation of the largest functional democracy, we have to salute the
apolitical role of the armed forces,” said Mr. Mukherjee. (The Hindu 18/9/08)

NCM finds serious lapses by Karnataka government (7 )

Bangalore: The National Commission for Minorities (NCM) has said that there are “serious
lapses” on the part of the Karnataka government in controlling the attacks on churches and
prayer halls throughout the State. It has sought the arrest of Bajrang Dal State convener
Mahendra Kumar, who has claimed responsibility for many of the attacks, and action against the
police personnel, who allegedly abetted violence. Commission chairman Mohamed Shafi Qureshi
and member Harcharan Singh Josh told journalists here on Thursday that Home Minister V.S.
Acharya had promised to arrest Mr. Kumar. Mr. Qureshi said the attacks began in August last
week. “Had the government been cautious, this would not have happened.” The Commission had
sought an independent inquiry. Mr. Qureshi said that in places such as St. Joseph’s School and
Milagres Church, the injured testified that the police, instead of protecting them from assailants,
attacked them. As many as 30 women, the oldest among them 74-years-old, told them that the
police assaulted them, said Mr. Josh. Referring to the text “Satya Veda” — containing
“defamatory material” against Hinduism — alleged to have been circulated by the New Life



missionaries, Mr. Josh said it was up to the government to probe the charges. Mr. Josh said the
Commission had asked Karnataka for a list of “forced conversions” in the last one year and in the
last 100 days, and the State government had so far not furnished even a single case. Mr. Josh
said that in all 21 places of Christian worship were attacked and 201 people, including Christians
and Hindus, arrested so far. The Commission would submit a report to the Prime Minister in the
coming week on the violence against Christians in Karnataka. (The Hindu 19/9/08)

Priest strangulated, ashram looted (7)

DEHRA DUN: Unidentified miscreants strangulated Father Samuel Francis, popularly known as
Sadhu Astiy and Mercy Bahadur, at his ashram in Chhota Rampur near Sahaspur and decamped
with valuables on Monday sending a wave of panic through the Doon Valley. Dehra Dun and its
surroundings have had a series of burglaries and murders over the past few months. Unable to
catch the culprits, the police have launched a massive drive for door-to-door verification of
tenants, servants and migrant labour. “The priest and his disciple were probably murdered two
days ago and the culprits searched almost every corner of the ashram for money and valuables,”
said Senior Superintendent of Police A.K. Sinha who visited the spot, adding that all efforts would
be made to nab the criminals at the earliest. Father Francis had healing powers and was equally
popular among all communities. (The Hindu 23/9/08)

NCM may recommend ban on Bajrang Dal (7)

NEW DELHI: Sept. 23: The National Commission for Minorities (NCM) plans to suggest action
against the Bajrang Dal for its alleged involvement in the recent attacks on the Christian
community in Karnataka. The action may even amount to seeking a ban on the outfit which is the
youth wing of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP), though the NCM has emphasised that it may not
necessarily be so. In addition, the "serious lapses" on the part of the state police where protecting
members of the minority community are concerned will also be pointed out when the NCM
submits its report to Prime Minister Manmohan Singh. In addition, the BJP-led Karnataka
government, too, is likely to come in for sharp criticism by the NCM for its failure to take timely
action and thus contain the violence in the state. Mr Mohammed Shafi Qureshi, the chairman of
the NCM told this newspaper on Tuesday, "We want action to be taken against the Bajrang Dal."
Further, Mr Qureshi who led an NCM team to the trouble-torn districts of Karnataka last week,
said that the state police also failed to protect the minorities when they were attacked. Mr Qureshi
further said that Christian nuns showed to the team members injury marks caused by the lathi-
wielding state police. It is to be noted that state Bajrang Dal convenor Mahendra Kumar was
arrested and later released on bail for the outfit's involvement in the attacks on the Christian
community in the state. (Asian Age 24/9/08)

NCM for ban on Bajrang Dal (7)

NEW DELHI: Oct. 5: Taking a serious note of the role of Bajrang Dal in attacks on churches in
BJP-ruled state of Karnataka, the National Commission for Minorities has suggested a ban on
such organisations "responsible for breakdown of communal harmony".The commission, in its
report submitted to Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, recently said, "The state must keep a close
watch on the activities of all such organisations that have contributed to the breakdown of
communal harmony there. Remedial action, including a ban and prosecution should be initiated.
Communal harmony should be maintained at all costs." The report has also rubbished allegations
that large-scale conversions of Hindus into Christians is a reason for the violence in the state.
The commission, headed by chairman Mohammed Shafi Qureshi, visited trouble-torn areas,
including Mangalore, Bengaluru and Udupi, between September 16 and September 18 to assess
the situation after attacks on Christians and their places of worship. The report said the district
magistrate and the SSP of Udupi district told NCM that all the 17 persons arrested in the district
for violence belong to the Bajrang Dal. The NCM team also took up the matter of Bajrang Dal’s
state chief Mahendra Kumar, who reportedly issued statements claiming that he damaged the
prayer halls in Karnataka. "NCM desires to know why he has not been arrested so far. He should
be arrested and serious action must be taken against him as well as other persons responsible,"
the NCM report said. According to the report, the Bengaluru administration informed the
commission that of the 83 persons lodged in judicial custody in connection with communal



clashes, 36 are Bajrang Dal activists. Terming the violence against the minority Christians as "a
gross human rights violation”, NCM has sought a commission inquiry headed by a sitting judge,
into attacks on churches in the state. (Asian Age 6/10/08)

“Steps to boost minorities’ confidence needed” (7)

NEW DELHI: Muslim leaders of the Congress met Prime Minister Manmohan Singh on Saturday
to communicate to him the angst and rising sense of alienation within the community over the
selective targeting of Muslims by the system in the wake of terror strikes; particularly the Batla
House police action. Expressing his concern over communal polarisation and empathising with
the apprehensions articulated by the delegation, Dr. Singh is understood to have told them that
confidence-building measures were needed to reduce the sense of alienation within the
community. According to Congress leader Salman Khursheed, the Prime Minister told the
delegation that the government was trying to find the best way to address such concerns. Dr.
Singh asked the leaders not to go by hearsay and told them they would be called again if the
need arose. On the Sachar Committee recommendations, some of which the delegation felt were
yet to be implemented, the Prime Minister said that representation of minorities in the Central
paramilitary forces had gone up from five to eight per cent in the last few years. According to
Imran Kidwai, who is in charge of the party’s Minorities Cell, the leaders appreciated the steps
taken by the current dispensation to mainstream minorities but lamented the slow pace of
implementation of not just the Sachar Committee recommendations but also the Prime Minister’s
15-Point Programme for Minorities. They also impressed upon him the need for creating systems
for constant communication with the community. On the Batla House police action, Mr. Kidwai
said no demand for a judicial probe was made. “However, we did impress upon him the need to
clear the doubts and apprehensions that are worrying the community.” The delegation also
referred to attacks on minorities even in Congress-ruled States such as Andhra Pradesh,
Maharashtra and Assam. Sensing a growing disenchantment with the party among minorities and
fearing its adverse impact in an election year, the Minorities Cell had organised a meeting on the
issue on Thursday. Besides Mr. Khursheed and Mr. Kidwai, the delegation included Mohsina
Kidwai, Rajya Sabha Deputy Chairman K. Rehman Khan and C. K. Jaffer Sharief. Earlier, two
Cabinet Ministers from the Congress — Mani Shankar Aiyar and Kapil Sibal — visited the Batla
House area to take stock of the situation. (The Hindu 19/10/08)

NCM finds gaps in Jamia probe (7)

NEW DELHI: Nov. 4: In its independent probe into the September 19 encounter that took place at
Jamia, the National Commission for Minorities (NCM) has revealed several gaps in the police
version of events, while at the same time recommending sensitivity in dealing with such issues.
Sources stated that the report will be put forth for discussion in the next commission meeting
scheduled for November 6, and after it is endorsed by the members, it will be submitted to PM
Manmohan Singh. According to sources, the commission has raised doubts over the police
version, stating that the law enforcement agency has not been able to explain why Mohan Chand
Sharma, a veteran of several encounters, was not wearing a bullet proof jacket when the
encounter took place. Commission sources claimed that the police also hasn't been able to
explain the entire sequence of events properly. "The photographs, taken minutes after the
encounter, and presented beforethe commission, do not present the complete picture of the
event," sources added. The report has been prepared after a NCM team comprising its chairman,
Mr Mohammed Shafi Qureshi, and members Harcharan Singh Josh, Dileep Padgaonkar and
Zoya Hasan made a fact finding visit to the area. (Asian Age 5/11/08)

Govt mulls constitutional status for minority panel (7

New Delhi: Towards the end of its term and facing elections, the Government may finally accord
constitutional status to the National Commission for Minorities. Several minority institutions and
intellectuals had recommended the recognition. The Sachar Committee, formed to study the
educational, economic and social status of Muslims in the country, had also supported the
demand. Government sources said a proposal in this regard would be discussed for approval in
the Union Cabinet meeting on Thursday. After Cabinet approval, the Government will present a
Bill in this regard in the coming Parliamentary session. A detailed discussion on the subject has



already taken place in the Standing Committee. By getting the Constitutional status the
Commission will get powers at par with the SC/ST Commission, such as summoning people
violating the rights of minorities. The Minorities Commission presently remains an advisory body
and its suggestions are not binding on anyone, although it enjoys statutory status and its
chairman is equivalent to a Union Cabinet Minister. Sources told The Pioneer that, by this
proposal the Government might repeal the 103rd Constitutional amendment bill, 2004, and move
a fresh bill in Parliament, that will include the definition of minorities as well. Another important
matter that is likely to figure in the Cabinet is related to tobacco consumption. A proposal mooted
by the Health Ministry has suggested the framing of a comprehensive policy to discourage
tobacco consumption. The mission would include awareness campaigns across the country to
motivate people to quit tobacco consumption. (Pioneer 27/11/08)



